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A series of landscape sketches were created 
as part of the design development process for 
both sites. This process was used to establish 
the main design principles and develop a spatial 
understanding of the project scale, massing and 
orientation. 

1.0 Design Development
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LEGEND AND SCHEDULE OF MATERIALS

PLANNING APPLICATION
SITE BOUNDARY

PROPOSED INSITU CONCRETE
WITH SELECTED FINISH

PROPOSED PERMEABLE PAVING

PROPOSED TIMBER DECK WITH
SLIP RESISTANT INSERTS

PROPOSED SELF-BINDING GRAVEL

PROPOSED IMPACT ABSORBING
PLAY SAFETY SURFACE

PROPOSED INFORMAL SEATING

PROPOSED LAWN

PROPOSED HEDGE PLANTING

PROPOSED GROUNDCOVER
AND HERBACEOUS PLANTING

PROPOSED TREE

Abbreviations:

xtr.      number of transplants in nursery
h.        height
s.        spread
wrb.     wire root-balled
cm g.    girth of tree in centimeters measured 1m above ground
2 ltr. cg. plants supplied in 2 litre volume containers

GROUNDCOVER AND
HERBACEOUS MIX, TYPICALLY:

Euphorbia caricas 2 ltr cg.
Aster 'Asran' 2 ltr cg.
Sasleria nitida 2 ltr cg.
Geranium spp. 2 ltr cg.
Helleborus foetidus 2 ltr cg.
Luzula sylvatica 2 ltr cg.
Luzula nivea 2 ltr cg.
Echinacea purpurea 2 ltr cg.
Hemerocalis sp. 2 ltr cg.
Hyacinthoides spp. 2 ltr cg.
Narcissus spp. 2 ltr cg.
Pulmonaria officinalis 2 ltr cg.
Verbena bonariensis 2 ltr cg.

HEDGE PLANTING, TYPICALLY:

Sarcococca confusa 900mm h.,
Crataegus monogyna 900mm h.,
Ilex aquifolium 900 mm h.,
Mahonia japonica 900 mm h.,

SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED TREE PLANTING

TREE REF.    QUANTITY SPECIES:

Al 5 Amelanchier lamarckii
3 xtr., wrb. 3m h., 2.5m spread,
multistem, min. 3 stems

          Bp 28 Betula pubescens
3 xtr., wrb., 12-14cm g., 3 m h., 
feathered

Ca 5 Corylus avellana
3 xtr., wrb., 3m h., 2m spread., 
multistem, min. 3 stems

Po 1 Platanus orientalis
6 xtr., wrb. 6m h., 35-40cm g., 
semi-mature

Ps 3 Pinus sylvestris
5 xtr., wrb., 30-35cm g., 4-5m h., 
feathered

  Pc       7 Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer'
   4 x tr., wrb., 3m h., 14-16cm g

SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED PLAY EQUIPMENT

REF.     QUANTITY        PRODUCT

1 Rope Pyramid

1 Swinging Horse

1 Small Sea Saw

DR-2002

DR-2001

This drawing is the copyright of the Landscape Architect. Unless otherwise stated all
dimensions are in millimetres. Where dimensions are not given, drawings must not be
scaled and the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. If the drawing includes
conflicting details/dimensions the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. All
dimensions must be checked on site. The Landscape Architect must be informed, by the
Contractor, of any discrepencies before work proceeds.
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Strategy for Site 1

The landscape strategy for Site 1, 
which is situated at the eastern end 
of the overall site, focuses on the 
treatment of the open space between 
the proposed building and the footpath 
on Seatown Road and the shared 
surface to the south of the proposed 
building. The landscape is designed to 
provide comfortable screening to ground 
floor apartments and to continue the 
green character of Seatown Road. In 
addition, several incidental spaces are 
incorporated in landscape for communal 
activities. Hard and soft landscape 
elements are amalgamated within a 
series of terraces, between the proposed 
apartments and the existing footpath, 
to create a space that accommodates 
opportunities for community interaction, 
passive recreation and play. The 
proposed shared surface car parking 
of Site 1 is based on a same strategy 
of being a pedestrian-friendly shared 
surface environment with the proposed 
planting. The level change between 
the shared surface courtyard and the 
southern boundary is facilitated by tree 
planting in a soft landscape embankment 
to maximise planting opportunities on the 
subject site.

2.0 Site 1

Landscape plan of Site 1
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LEGEND AND SCHEDULE OF MATERIALS

PLANNING APPLICATION
SITE BOUNDARY

PROPOSED INSITU CONCRETE
WITH SELECTED FINISH

PROPOSED PERMEABLE PAVING

PROPOSED TIMBER DECK WITH
SLIP RESISTANT INSERTS

PROPOSED SELF-BINDING GRAVEL

PROPOSED IMPACT ABSORBING
PLAY SAFETY SURFACE

PROPOSED INFORMAL SEATING

PROPOSED LAWN

PROPOSED HEDGE PLANTING

PROPOSED GROUNDCOVER
AND HERBACEOUS PLANTING

PROPOSED TREE

Abbreviations:

xtr.      number of transplants in nursery
h.        height
s.        spread
wrb.     wire root-balled
cm g.    girth of tree in centimeters measured 1m above ground
2 ltr. cg. plants supplied in 2 litre volume containers

GROUNDCOVER AND
HERBACEOUS MIX, TYPICALLY:

Euphorbia caricas 2 ltr cg.
Aster 'Asran' 2 ltr cg.
Sasleria nitida 2 ltr cg.
Geranium spp. 2 ltr cg.
Helleborus foetidus 2 ltr cg.
Luzula sylvatica 2 ltr cg.
Luzula nivea 2 ltr cg.
Echinacea purpurea 2 ltr cg.
Hemerocalis sp. 2 ltr cg.
Hyacinthoides spp. 2 ltr cg.
Narcissus spp. 2 ltr cg.
Pulmonaria officinalis 2 ltr cg.
Verbena bonariensis 2 ltr cg.

HEDGE PLANTING, TYPICALLY:

Sarcococca confusa 900mm h.,
Crataegus monogyna 900mm h.,
Ilex aquifolium 900 mm h.,
Mahonia japonica 900 mm h.,

SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED TREE PLANTING

TREE REF.    QUANTITY SPECIES:

Al 5 Amelanchier lamarckii
3 xtr., wrb. 3m h., 2.5m spread,
multistem, min. 3 stems

          Bp 15 Betula pubescens
3 xtr., wrb., 12-14cm g., 3 m h., 
feathered

Ca 4 Corylus avellana
3 xtr., wrb., 3m h., 2m spread., 
multistem, min. 3 stems

Po 1 Platanus orientalis
6 xtr., wrb. 6m h., 35-40cm g., 
semi-mature

Ps 4 Pinus sylvestris
5 xtr., wrb., 30-35cm g., 4-5m h., 
feathered

  Pc       5 Pyrus calleryana 'Chanticleer'
   4 x tr., wrb., 3m h., 14-16cm g

SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED PLAY EQUIPMENT

REF.     QUANTITY        PRODUCT

1 Rocking Plate

2 Little Chicken

1 Swinging Horse

1 Small Sea Saw

DR-2002

DR-2001

This drawing is the copyright of the Landscape Architect. Unless otherwise stated all
dimensions are in millimetres. Where dimensions are not given, drawings must not be
scaled and the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. If the drawing includes
conflicting details/dimensions the matter must be referred to the Landscape Architect. All
dimensions must be checked on site. The Landscape Architect must be informed, by the
Contractor, of any discrepencies before work proceeds.
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Landscape plan of Site 2
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2.1 Site 2

Strategy for Site 2

Located west of Site 1, the landscape 
strategy for Site 2 provides a green 
setting at the interface between the 
footpath on Seatown Road and the 
proposed apartment building. The 
external space extends around the 
southwest end of the apartment building 
providing a warm and sunny aspect. 
The proposed planting reinforces the 
green nature to the south of Seatown 
Road by creating a link between the 
County Hall forecourt and the green 
street frontage extending to the east of 
the site. A comfortable buffer zone and 
amenity to the ground floor apartments is 
provided. Amenity space is proposed to 
the southwest of the proposed apartment 
building, which connects to the shared 
surface, which contains the car park. The 
proposed amenity space has a range of 
features including communal seating and 
play opportunities for younger children 
in a lush soft landscape setting. The 
proposed car parking area is proposed 
as a pedestrian-friendly shared surface 
environment with soft landscape 
elements introducing breaks within the 
overall hard surfaces resulting in a softer 
spatial character.



Illustration of ground concrete at Bridgetoot St. Park by DFLA

Illustration of timber deck in an external space at Berghus by Niva

Illustration of wetpour impact absorbing play surfacing in Knockrabo, Goatstown by DFLA
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3.0 Hard Landscape

Proposed Hard Landscape Materials

The selection of paving and other landscape materials is 
determined by proposed function, longevity and durability. 
Paving materials where practical are proposed to be 
constructed in a way which is sensitively integrated with lawn 
and soft landscape, in order to minimise the impact of hard 
landscape surfaces.



Illustration of incidental space with seating. Wohnungsbau by GHL.

Illustrations of incidental spaces with seating and activities. Left: Project in Moscow by Utro. Right: The Discovery Garden by Isthmus

Illustration of wetpour impact absorbing play surfacing in Knockrabo, Goatstown by DFLA
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4.0 Incedental Space

A range of spaces interface with each other to create 
opportunties for recreation in a lush landscape setting.



Illustration of planting surrnounding car parking at Schoolarstown Wood in Rathfarnham by DFLA
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4.1 Shared Surface and ‘Greening’ 
of the Car Park

The proposed shared surface is formed by the 
use of a cohesive material palette, which helps 
establish pedestrian friendly zone in the courtyard. 
Soft landscape is designed to break up the hard 
surfaces to establish a pleasant ‘green’ inner 
courtyard character.



Selection of Planting

A range of planting species are selected in reference to the granted Swords Cultural Quarter development 
(Plan reg. ref: PARTXI/002/22) to establish a coherent planting strategy within the wider area.

Illustration of soft landscape at Heel Europe by Delva

Illustrations of St. Andrews by Townshend

Illustration of proposed planting species to match those proposed in Swords Cultural Quarter development
Left: Frangula alnus, Centre: Euonymus europaeus, Right: Dryopteris affinis 
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5.0 Soft Landscape

Soft landscape is utilised to make and reinforce 
sub-spaces within the larger site area, for visual 
screening, defensible space, visual interest, 
ecological purposes and to guide or direct people’s 
movement.


