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1. Introduction

1.1 Project Overview

The N3 M50 to Clonee project assesses the potential options for upgrade of the existing M3 motorway/
N3 dual carriageway to cater for future demand from a capacity, safety and operational perspective for
all users. A preferred transport solution to cater for the projected demands between the M50 PPP road
in the vicinity of Mill Road and the M3 PPP road at Clonee is to be determined. Fingal County Council
has commissioned Roughan & O'Donovan - AECOM Alliance to carry out this assessment of
approximately 6.5km of the existing M3 motorway / N3 dual carriageway between the M50/N3
Interchange and the M3 PPP motorway west of Junction 4b Clonee (West).

1.2 Public Consultation Overview

Between 24th May and 11th June 2021, a non-statutory public consultation was held by the project team
for the N3 M50 to Clonee scheme. The consultation period was arranged with the purpose of updating
the public on the scheme and seeking feedback on the Emerging Preferred Option.

Due to the measures taken in light of the Covid-19 outbreak, it was not possible to arrange a formal
event in the local area, instead all the information that would normally be displayed at such an event
was published on the Fingal County Council website’s public consultation portal
(https://consult.fingal.ie/browse). A postal delivery of a copy of the information to all those living within
the study area complemented the website. Public awareness for the consultation was further generated
via a range of communication tools such as Facebook, Twitter, and traditional newspaper adverts.
Overall, a good level of public participation was achieved with these approaches.

1.3 Recognition of Issues Raised

Feedback from this non-statutory public consultation has been reviewed by the Project Team and
relevant feedback has been considered in the selection of the preferred option. The observations will
also be addressed as the preliminary design is prepared during the next phase of development.

The Project Team is committed to continuously engaging with people living and working on, or owning
land in the study area, and commuting via the N3. The consultation strategy to date has been designed
to encourage feedback during the early stages of development of the N3 M50 to Clonee scheme.
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2. Non-Statutory Public Consultation

2.1 Pre-Consultation Preparation

2.1.1 Councillor Notification

Meath County Council and Fingal County Council notified their respective County Councillors in
advance of the public consultation period, and Councillors were given a presentation from AECOM
representatives to update them on the scheme progress and planned public consultation.

2.1.2 Informing the Public

The public were informed of the third public consultation through a variety of different media outlets,
including the council websites, newspaper adverts, social media, and the postal delivery of consultation
materials to those living within the study area.

The publicity across different media outlets helped promote the public consultation event and inform
the public of ways to partake in the consultation, or to contact Fingal County Council if they so wished.

2.1.3 Newspaper and Social Media Advertisements

The public consultation was advertised in the local newspapers the Meath Chronicle on Wednesday
26th May and the Dublin Gazette on Thursday 27th May. It was advertised in the national newspapers
the Irish Independent and the Evening Herald on Monday 24th May. Details were also shared on
Facebook/Twitter by Meath County Council and Fingal County Council. The consultation was publicised
on the Fingal County Council website. The social media advertisements and website notice are shown
in Appendix A, and the newspaper advertisement can be viewed in Appendix B.

2.1.4 Social Media Engagement

Information about the Public Consultation was posted to FCC’s social media accounts on Facebook
and Twitter. The public engagement with these posts was recorded and is displayed in Table 1 and
Table 2.

Post 1: Fingal County Council, in conjunction with @meathcoco in collaboration with @TIINews is
holding a Non Stautory Public Consultation, Scheme Update & Emerging preferred option re N3, M50
to Clonee until June11, see FAQs at https://consult.fingal.ie/browse read more  https://fingal.ie/news/n3-
m50-clonee-non-statutory-consultation … pic.twitter.com/EfLNs2H5Ip

Post 2: Fingal County Council, in conjunction with @meathcoco   in collaboration with @TIINews is
holding a Non Stautory Public Consultation, Scheme Update and Emerging preferred option re N3, M50
to Clonee until June11, 2021 see https://consult.fingal.ie/browse read more
https://www.fingal.ie/news/n3-m50-clonee-non-statutory-consultation … pic.twitter.com/PthG3zCbGD

Post 3: N3 M50 to Clonee Consultation

Fingal County Council, in conjunction with Meath County Council in collaboration with Transport
Infrastructure Ireland is holding a Non-Statutory Public Consultation to provide an overview of the
scheme and inviting the public’s participation by viewing the project’s Emerging Preferred Option
brochure and drawings and making submissions online at https://consult.fingal.ie/browse. from 12 noon
on 24th May to 11th June 2021. The final date for receipt of all submissions is before11.59pm on the
11th June 2021. This online/virtual public consultation will provide an opportunity to have your say on
the Emerging Preferred Option and to get further information about the scheme.
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Post 4: N3 M50 to Clonee Consultation

Fingal County Council, in conjunction with Meath County Council in collaboration with Transport
Infrastructure Ireland is holding a Non-Statutory Public Consultation to provide an overview of the
scheme and inviting the public’s participation by viewing the project’s Emerging Preferred Option
brochure and drawings and making submissions online at https://consult.fingal.ie/browse. from 12 noon
on 24th May to 11th June 2021. The final date for receipt of all submissions is before11.59pm on the
11th June 2021. This online/virtual public consultation will provide an opportunity to have your say on
the Emerging Preferred Option and to get further information about the scheme.

Post 5: N3 M50 to Clonee Consultation

Fingal County Council, in conjunction with Meath County Council in collaboration with Transport
Infrastructure Ireland is holding a Non-Statutory Public Consultation to provide an overview of the
scheme and inviting the public’s participation by viewing the project’s Emerging Preferred Option
brochure and drawings and making submissions online at https://consult.fingal.ie/browse. from 12 noon
on 24th May to 11th June 2021. The final date for receipt of all submissions is before11.59pm on the
11th June 2021. This online/virtual public consultation will provide an opportunity to have your say on
the Emerging Preferred Option and to get further information about the scheme.

Post
No.

Twitter

Likes Comments Impressions Engagements Quotes Link Clicks Retweets Engagement
Rate

1 0 0 1,280 55 0 17 1 4%
2 5 0 2,197 162 0 34 5 7.40%
Total 5 0 3477 217 0 51 6

Table 1: Twitter Posts Engagement

Post
No.

Facebook
Likes Shares Comments Impressions Engagements

3 4 0 6 4,724 113
4 3 1 0 3,644 54
5 4 8 2 6,997 209
Total 11 9 8 15,365 376

Table 2: Facebook Posts Engagement
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2.2 Public Consultation Period

The non-statutory public consultation period commenced on the 24th May and ran until 11th June 2021.
This consultation period ensured that everyone had sufficient time to consider the issues associated
with the scheme and provide a submission.

2.2.1 Delivered Information

Between 24th and 26th May 2021, copies of the brochure were delivered to all residential and commercial
properties in the study area. Affected parties without access to a computer, smartphone or internet
connection were thus able to consider the information provided during the consultation and the
opportunity to make a submission if they wished. An information sheet as Gaeilge was included as part
of the brochure.

At the start of the consultation period, letters were posted to landowners who were within the corridor
for the Emerging Preferred Option. Letters were addressed based on the available landowner data
sourced from the Property Registration Authority.  Separate letters were also emailed to public bodies,
as well as local stakeholders which included local businesses and people who had engaged with
previous consultation periods.

2.2.2 Public Consultation Portal & Key Information Displayed

The Public Consultation Portal on the Fingal County Council website (https://consult.fingal.ie/browse)
was updated for the public consultation, this contained all the materials for the public consultation that
would normally have been displayed at an event in the local area.

The updates to the website went live on the morning of 24th May 2021, the portal can be viewed in
Appendix C.

Scheme Brochure
An information brochure was delivered to residents in the study area and was also available to download
from the project website. It explained the process for assessing the options and outlined the Emerging
Preferred Option. The brochure can be viewed in Appendix D.

Scheme Drawings
Several drawings were also available to download on the project website, these included the following:

 60520634-ACM-PH02-SW_ZZ-SK-HW-001 – Scheme Options Overview
 60520634-ACM-PH02-SW_ZZ-SK-HW-006 – Emerging Preferred Option Overview
 60520634-ACM-PH02-SW_ZZ-SK-HW-005 – Emerging Preferred Option Sheets 1-5

It was noted that the proposals for the Emerging Preferred Option shown in these drawings were
indicative only for the purposes of Phase 2 - Stage 3 of the TII Project Management Guidelines 2020,
and that these proposals may be subject to further refinement and amendment as the design
development progresses. The scheme drawings can be viewed in Appendix E.

Information Documents
The public consultation portal contained several information documents providing an overview of the
process for assessing the options and the Emerging Preferred Option. The information documents are
listed below and can also be viewed in Appendix F.

 Information Board
 Scheme Photomontages
 FAQs
 N3 Corridor Active Travel Information
 The Scheme Brochure and Scheme Drawings were also available to download from the portal.
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Public Consultation Submissions
In order to make a submission on the Public Consultation Portal on the Fingal County Council website,
registration is required. Names and email addresses of those who made submission were captured
along with the comments.

Some submissions were made directly to Fingal County Council by post. These submissions have been
added to the digital data.

2.2.3 Landowner Liaison

A number of queries were received from land and business owners in the study area as well as from
public representatives over the course of the consultation period.

These queries were directed to Fingal County Council as well as to the dedicated project email address
(N3M50toClonee@aecom.com), which is monitored on an ongoing basis by the project team.

These queries were generally responded to with a phone call from a member of the design team
including a video call with the Millstead resident’s association.

2.2.4 Elected Representatives Briefing

Fingal County Council were briefed at the Blanchardstown/Mulhuddart/Castleknock/Ongar Area
Committee Meeting on 11th May 2021, and Meath County Council were briefed at the Ratoath Municipal
Meeting on 12th May 2021.

These briefings included an overview of the work done to date, a summary of the process for assessing
the options leading to the Emerging Preferred Option, an overview of the planned Public Consultation
and the next steps in the process after that.

In the briefings, it was noted that, as stated in the consultation documentation, landowners could contact
the project team and request their own one to one consultation.
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2.3 Feedback & Submissions

2.3.1 Questionnaire Submissions

The public consultation period was open until 11th June 2021. During this period, 98 submissions were
received on the portal and by email/post.

The submissions portal consisted of a text box where people could write their responses and upload
supporting documents. The nature of this response format meant that some responses often covered
a number of topics. The most common topics which were raised are shown in Figure 2-1.

Figure 2-1: Response Topics

The issues which were raised by respondents under these headings are summarised below.

Table No. 1: Issues Raised & Design Team
Responses

Ref.
No. Issue Raised Requested Action Design Team

Response
1.0 Environmental Impact

The most commonly referenced issue in the
public consultation was the impact of the
proposed N3 M50 to Clonee scheme on the
environment. The public are concerned
about:

 Induced demand caused by greater
capacity on the N3 further increasing
vehicle emissions.

 The detrimental effect the emissions
increase will have on Ireland’s Climate
Change goals. It is suggested that the
proposals are in contravention of National
Plans such as the Climate Action Plan and
the Project Ireland 2040 National Planning
Framework, as well as international
agreements such as the Paris Agreement

 The increase in capacity on the N3
bringing more traffic to the city centre

 Multiple respondents call
for studies to be carried
out on the air and noise
quality in the area to
ensure it is safe for those
who live close to the road.

 Mitigation measures such
as noise barriers, noise
reducing road surfacing,
hooded lighting, tree
planting etc should be
considered.

Environmental
Impact Assessment
will be carried out
and mitigation
measures for
impacts will be
included in the
design of the
scheme where
required.
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Table No. 1: Issues Raised & Design Team
Responses

Ref.
No. Issue Raised Requested Action Design Team

Response
 The increase in noise, light, and air

pollution on the N3
 The removal of the central median

reducing drainage within the carriageway
and increasing flow to the roadside.
Removing the median will also reduce
greenery along the road which is important
for biodiversity and pollinators.

2.0 Congestion
Respondents are concerned that the N3
M50 to Clonee scheme will not be effective
at reducing congestion. They worry that:

 The addition of a lane each side of the
central median will simply increase
capacity of the N3 and lead to induced
demand. This will impact travel times for
both private car users and public transport.

 The increased demand will impact not only
the N3 itself but also the surrounding areas
and in as far as the city centre.

Focus on implementation and
improvement of active travel
and public transport facilities
rather than increasing road
capacity, and improvements
to safety for all road users.

Active Travel
measures are being
implemented as part
of the NTA Greater
Dublin Area Cycle
Network Plan. The
design of the
scheme will be
coordinated to be
compatible with
such measures.

3.0 Active Travel
The potential for an improvement in active
travel facilities in the area served by the N3
is highlighted by respondents to the Public
Consultation. They point out the existing
hostile cycle facilities in the study area.

Implementation of:

 Link to Royal Canal
Greenway and into city
centre

 A high-quality cycle
superhighway the length of
the N3 works

 Protected cycle facilities at
junctions

 Improvement of walking
and cycling infrastructure
away from busy roads

 Improvement in signage of
walking and cycle
infrastructure

The NTA have a
broad strategy to
deliver these
measures.
The scheme will
take cognisance of
this proposed
network and make
allowances for it
where there are
interfaces with the
scheme.

4.0 Millstead
The public consultation documents included
an indicative outline of the scheme, which
showed the green area in the Millstead
Estate at the eastern end of the scheme
being impacted. The residents of Millstead
responded in force to the consultation –
twenty submissions referenced the effect on
the estate. Their concerns included:

 No change to green area
in Millstead Estate

 Maintain trees as barrier
between road and estate

 If new lights are installed
along the road, or if the
road is widened closer to
the estate, that the lights
should be hooded to

 The intention is to
widen where
necessary to the
north of the N3
while also using
any space
available in the
central reserve.
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Table No. 1: Issues Raised & Design Team
Responses

Ref.
No. Issue Raised Requested Action Design Team

Response
 The removal of the mature trees along the

boundary between the estate and the N3.
These trees act as a noise and air pollution
barrier, as well as providing privacy to the
residents from traffic on the N3.

 Increase in noise levels. The residents are
concerned that the increase in capacity on
the N3 will lead to increased traffic levels
and therefore more noise pollution in an
already noisy area.

 Increase in light pollution caused by
repositioned lighting on the widened road.

 The reduction of the green area in the
estate. They worry about the impact on the
children of the estate if the green area is
reduced by the widening of the road. The
space is widely used for play and by
people walking their dogs and is a valued
amenity.

 Devaluation of the properties. Residents
are worried that the closer proximity to the
widened road and the extra traffic noise
from more vehicles will reduce the value of
their homes.

 The proposed walkway though the estate.
Residents are worried the estate will be
used as a car park for commuters getting
the bus to the city centre.

Overall, the residents are disappointed by
the lack of detailed information available to
them and request clarification on the
impacts the proposed changes to the N3 will
have on their homes. They want to be kept
updated on plans for the scheme as it
progresses.

minimise the impact on
the estate.

 Expand the road on the
opposite side along the
Tolka Valley, rather than
into the Millstead Estate.

 The residents of Millstead
have requested further
and continued
engagement from the
project team as the
project progresses.

 The walkway mentioned
is part of the Bus
Connects Scheme, not
the N3 upgrade

 Communication
with the residents
of the Millstead
estate will be
maintained.
throughout the
design process

 Any trees that may
be removed during
the works will be
replaced

5.0 NTA
The NTA response advised that they have
been updating and reviewing the Transport
Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area to take
into account the various developments that
have occurred since it was published in
2016. These developments include
Government policies related to sustainable
transport and the objective to decrease
greenhouse gas emissions by 49% before
the end of 2030. They note that it is likely
that the N2-M50 to Clonee Scheme will
need to be reviewed for alignment against
the updated Transport Strategy.

Review the scheme in light
of recent government
policies.

The scheme will be
developed in
accordance with all
published plans and
strategies, current
design guidance
and design
standards.

Any change in policy
will be reviewed as
and when it is
published to assess
the effects on the
scheme.
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Table No. 1: Issues Raised & Design Team
Responses

Ref.
No. Issue Raised Requested Action Design Team

Response

6.0 Support for the project
Of the 98 public consultation responses, 9
expressed a positive reaction to the
proposed N3 M50 to Clonee scheme. They
noted the existing high volumes of traffic and
the congestion issues during busy periods.
They welcome the new bus lane and the fact
that the central median is being used rather
than widening the road. They look forward to
the expected positive impact on traffic flow
in Blanchardstown, Damastown and the
surrounding areas.

This support is noted
and will be
referenced in the
future reporting.

Other
 Four responses request widening the exit

ramp at Junction 4a outbound to help
eliminate traffic backing up onto the N3
during the evening rush hour. They
suggest adding a flashing filter for left
turning traffic and ensuring there are at
least two lanes.

 Residents of Archerswood are worried
about the impact of increased air, noise,
and light pollution to their properties. They
cite the loss of parking spaces and mature
trees as other issues and highlight the lack
of communication they received about the
scheme. The Archers Wood residents want
a sound barrier installed similar to that at
Clonee. It is suggested that the route be
moved northwards towards Tolka Valley
Park to reduce impact on Archerswood.

 One response proposes banning HGVs
from Snugborough Road to reduce traffic
delays and noise pollution, and to improve
safety on the road.

 One response suggests replacing the mini
roundabout in Clonee with a signalised
junction and widening the bridge at
Junction 4A on the N3 to make it two-way.

Consider these issues in
detailing the design of the
scheme.

Suggestions will be
reviewed and fully
considered during
the detailing of the
preliminary design.
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Table No. 1: Issues Raised & Design Team
Responses

Ref.
No. Issue Raised Requested Action Design Team

Response
 A business owner in Parlickstown

requested that their access to the N3 be
maintained, and that they be kept informed
of updates in the design process.

 A respondent from Herbert Road asks
about changing the road surface to a low-
level noise surface similar to that near the
Mulhuddart exit.

 One response proposed that the
submissions timeframe of 2 weeks was too
short, and that a submission period of up
to 6 weeks would have been better.

 One respondent accuses Fingal County
Council and Meath of splitting up the road
project to avoid carrying out a full
Environmental Impact Assessment and a
complete   statutory and   public
consultation   process   under   the
Aarhus   Convention.

 Requests for roads to be resurfaced at
Saddlers and Whitestown Estates to
reduce noise.
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3. Conclusion and Next Steps
The Project Team is grateful for the public’s engagement and all feedback at this stage. The time taken
by interest groups for individual meetings with the team to explore particular areas of concern is also
appreciated.

All submissions received in response to the Emerging Preferred Option will be considered fully.

The Option Selection Report containing the assessments of the options will be finalised after review
and consideration of the public feedback and the Preferred Option will then be confirmed.

Following confirmation of the Preferred Option, the Project Team will then develop the preliminary
design in Phase 3 acknowledging the main issues arising from the public consultation. Enhancements
for the increased uptake of physical activity and use of public transport, and mitigation measures for
noise and air quality impacts will be introduced where required.  Additional environmental and technical
surveys will be undertaken to assess the impacts of the scheme. The emerging preliminary design of
the enhanced scheme will be subject to further engagement with stakeholders and affected landowners
as part of this next phase of the planning and development process.

This process will include the evaluation of all environmental impacts and culminate in the publication of
the Statutory Orders and applicable Environmental Report(s) in accordance with relevant legislation.
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Appendix A Social Media & Website Advertisements
A.1 Fingal County Council Twitter Notice
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A.2 Fingal County Council Facebook Notice
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A.3 Fingal County Council Website Notice
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Appendix B Newspaper Advertisement
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Appendix C Website Updates
C.1 Public Consultation Webpage
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Appendix D Brochure
D.1 Brochure Front Outside Page
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D.2 Brochure Back Outside Page
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D.3 Brochure Inside Pages
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Appendix E Drawings



Public Consultation 03                                                                                                                                                           Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

23



Public Consultation 03                                                                                                                                                           Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

24



Public Consultation 03                                                                                                                                                           Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

25



Public Consultation 03                                                                                                                                                           Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

26



Public Consultation 03                                                                                                                                                           Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

27

E.1 Emerging Preferred Option Overview
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E.2 Scheme Options Drawing
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Appendix F Public Consultation Documents
F.1 Information Board
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F.2 Scheme Photomontages
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F.3 FAQs
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F.4 Active Travel Information Board



Public Consultation 03 Roughan & O’Donovan – AECOM Alliance
Post Consultation Report Meath County Council

Prepared for: Fingal County Council ROD-AECOM

35

Appendix G Elected Representatives Briefing
(As seen by a briefing attendee)
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