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DRAFT FINGAL CO CO 2023 – 2029 DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

BACKGROUND 

DAFM has been asked to comment on the draft FCC 2023 – 2029 county development plan.  
This plan is revised and reviewed every 5 years and forms the basis and framework for 
strategic development and growth in a council area for a defined period.   

 

The proposal is for the upcoming FCC plan to be in place in 2023 and run to 2029 

 

FISHERY HARBOURS 

Howth FHC is located entirely within FCC and is positioned on the north side of the Howth 

peninsula in North County Dublin.  It is the largest FHC on the East coast and serves both the 

fishing and marine commercial industry as well as the marine leisure.  Howth also 

represents a large tourist draw, located as it is close to the airport, bus, rail and road 

connections and in close proximity to the city of Dublin.  The tourist footfall for Howth is in 

the region of 700,000 persons per anum, and as such there is a large overlap in interest in 

the safe access to and operation of the harbour in the context of local development and 

future developments and operations in the FHC. 

 

COMMENTS 

 The overall thrust of the plan is welcomed, in particular the inclusion of “healthy place 

making”, “enhanced co-ordination” “universal access design approaches” promotion of the 

circular economy in construction and “coastal management” as core tenets of part of the 

scheme. 

Of particular interest to MED is that the “enhanced co-ordination” be followed through by 

FCC.  It is crucial that DAFM & in particular the Marine Engineering Division (MED) & Sea 

Fisheries Administration Division (SFAD) be included in stakeholder co-ordination meetings 

and spatial planning for the Howth/Baldoyle FCC area.  As a major marine industrial hub, 

employment source, and tourist draw, DAFM are very much relevant in the following 

sample objectives, while not exhaustive, below are a sample of the objectives that DAFM 

would see as key to quality future management and development of a safe vibrant and 

sustainable harbour. 
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Request: that DAFM  MED/SFAD be included in the above discussions and stakeholder 

meetings and workshops 

 

DAFM welcomes the above policies and they align with our own processes and approaches 

to the development of, and works in the harbour.  DAFM have notably used the dredge and 

new liquid stabilisation methodology of dredge material to reduce the amount of import 

and virgin material used on the Middle Pier project. 

 

While Coastal protection and monitoring within the FHC are a matter for the department, 

there are areas at the interface between FCC and DAFM lands to ensure that a holistic 

approach to the protection of public and heritage structures and prevention of worsening of 

coastal structures and their environs is effectively carried out.  
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Parking in Howth FHC has long being the parking ”reservoir” for visitors to the Howth 

Peninsula, with circa 450 marked parking spaces available.  Due to the nature of the FHC, 

and its usage, DAFM must accommodate and manage a wide range of parking offerings, for 

instance while the overall thrust per CMP25 is to reduce or manage parking in order to push 

casual users towards public transport, this may not be possible in the context of the FHC.  

This is as a result of the need to accommodate a different type of user, where you could 

have fishers going to sea for a period of days or weeks, to facilitate delivery and 

maintenance vehicles, to facilitate events or operational requirements such as trailer 

parking for vessels launched and retrieved from the public slipways and quays.  As such the 

parking offering from DAFM is significantly different in nature to a regular town centre and 

care will need to be taken by FCC in their planning reviews with respect to the objectives 

above to account for the different type of usage that the FHC generates.  
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On marine and coastal development to work with DAFM to help align goals where possible 

and to have productive knowledge transfer in both directions where possible, and to liaise 

and engage with DAFM in the particular context of the Local Authority Piers funding 

programme that FCC has availed of in the past.  

 

Howth FHC has been in situ since the early 1800s and has seen many upgrades and 

developments over the years, it is crucial that this continuous maintenance and 

improvements of facilities are continued in a collegial and cooperative fashion, the key to 

this kind of long term strategy remains clear open communications and we encourage that 

FCC consider DAFM a key stakeholder in the Howth Baldoyle area and include DAFM in the 

plans, discussions and meetings that are offered to other local stakeholders into the future. 

 

      

John Farragher    Date: 26/04/2022 

Engineer Grade 1 

East Region – Marine Engineering Division 

Dept. Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

 

 


