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1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

In August 2020, Fingal County Council appointed Áit Urbanism + Landscape Ltd. 
as the successful tenderer to lead the external design team to prepare a Park 
Development Project for Lanesborough Park, Meakstown.

The core of the client brief was to engage with and gain consensus with stakeholders 
on their current and future needs in order to develop a proposal for Lanesborough 
Park that delivers a useable, inclusive and multi-faceted amenity through the local 
authority’s own Part 8 Planning Process.

1.2  PART 8 PLANNING APPLICATION 

The proposals for Lanesborough Park Development Project incorporate the 
following amenities:
• A revised perimeter path that is widened to improve functionality and the  
 enjoyment of all users.
• A playground that incorporates a toddler play area, a sand play area, an  
 adventure playground and a zipline.
•	 A	flexible	open	space	that	can	be	used	for	general	amenity.	
• A trim trail.
• Park and open space margins that are meadow seeded and managed  
 for biodiversity.
• A widened central avenue that can be used for public events such as  
 markets etc.
• Park Furniture such as benches and bins etc.
• A terraced seating area that acts as a gathering space and a viewing  
 area for the sports pitch.
• A communal garden featuring raised planters and tool storage areas.
• A sensory garden trail.
• An additional play area for younger children adjacent to the proposed  
 Community Centre.
• The park boundary treatments will remain in in-situ. Kissing gates will be 

removed from selected park entrances and replaced with a mountable kissing 
gate solution to be installed only if there is a requirement to do so. 

1.3 LANESBOROUGH PARK DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Lanesborough Park is located in Meakstown Dublin 11. The park is a relatively 
recent creation and coincided with the development of the surrounding housing 
estates in the early 2000’s. The park is entirely surrounded by streetscapes, 
Lanesborough Road encloses roughly 75% of the perimeter, breaking away towards 
Charlestown Shopping Centre roughly mid-way along the western boundary. The 
mid	to	north-western	boundary	 is	defined	by	Charlestown	Avenue.	 It	 is	also	the	
case that improvements to the surrounding streetscapes are not within the scope 
of this project which concerns only the area within the existing fenced boundary. 

A	defining	feature	in	the	park	is	a	remnant	historic	hedgerow	and	field	boundary	
ditch that has survived the transition over time from a rural to suburban context. An 
ecological value is placed on this feature and it is deemed intrinsic to the character 
of the park, as such it was decided at the outset of the design process that the 
hedgerow would be retained and fully incorporated within the re-imagined design.

Another feature of the park is a sustainable urban drainage (SuDS) attenuation 
basin, this is the location for the pre-existing sports pitch. The basin is fed by 
several small drainage headwalls which transfer surface water run-off from the 
surrounding estates. 

There are many trees in the park, they are predominantly in the age range of 
young to early mature and would have been planted around the same time that 
the park boundary was formalised. Again, Google Earth Imagery provides a 
useful resource and provides an aerial image dated to 2008 which shows that the 
majority of trees were planted at some time between 2005 and 2008. The majority 
of the trees are native or naturalised with Oak, Ash and Horse Chestnut being 
the most abundant species. An arboricultural assessment has been completed to 
accompany	this	Part	8	application	and	identifies	the	species,	size	and	condition	of	

Aerial photograph dated to 2002, Source: Google Earth

Aerial photograph dated to 2008, Source: Google Earth
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each tree in the park. 

An existing footpath network provides access around the park perimeter and 
traverses it either side of the playing pitch. The footpath is somewhat informal in 
that	it	meanders	continuously	and	the	edges	are	ill-defined,	it	is	also	quite	narrow	
and represents an obvious target for improvements. 

The park is now fully enclosed by a bow-top railing mounted on a low plinth wall. 
There	are	seven	entrance	points	around	the	perimeter	defined	consistently	by	brick	
piers, the piers enclose kissing gates that control anti-social elements but represent 
a	barrier	 to	entry	more	generally	which	 is	a	point	of	concern	 for	users.	The	final	
section of boundary railing was completed in 2018, prior to this an open boundary 
was presented to Charlestown Avenue. 

A community centre is proposed to be constructed in the south-eastern corner of 
the park. The Community Centre design is being progressed separately and by 
a different design team, it does not form part of this park development project. A 
community garden to be provided as a compliment and immediately adjacent to the 
proposed centre will form part of the Lanesborough Park re-design. 

1.3.1 Key Challenges addressed as part of the design process

A detailed brief was provided to the design team at the outset of the design process 
and described the key design challenges as follows,

Engagement 
Using an innovative design process to engage stakeholders and build consensus 
for the proposal.

Play provision  
The proposals must include play facilities that appeal to a wide range of the 
population, are inclusive and of an appropriate scale for a local public park. 
 

Landscape Unity and Diversity 
A vital part of the project is to diversify the park spaces and create greater texture 
and interest in the landscape, within a context of unifying the park. A key component 
of this will be to provide recommendations and priorities for further planting 
appropriate to the location and context. 
To the north of the proposed area for development there is additional green space 
which does not form part of the current remit. However, consideration should be 
given to the connectivity between this space and the park area. 

Balance of Structured and Casual Spaces  
A	significant	portion	of	the	park	land	is	committed	to	structured	recreation.	The	Park	
Development Project should examine whether the current balance of structured 
and	unstructured	space	is	optimal.	The	plan	should	examine	the	most	efficient	and	
effective	use	of	the	existing	playing	field	and	the	planned	community	facilities.	

Resource Sustainability 
Lanesborough Park presents an opportunity to promote sustainability and to become 
a model for sustainable park development for Fingal County Council. Opportunities 
for enhancement of sustainable urban drainage (SuDS) provision and for resource/
greenhouse gas reduction should be investigated as part of the vision for the park. 

Biodiversity  
The Park Development Project will explore opportunities to increase the diversity 
and	population	sizes	of	local	indigenous	flora	&	fauna,	within	the	park.	

Antisocial Activity 
Proposals must take account of potential anti-social activity and facilitate passive 
observation where possible. Materials proposed should be appropriately resilient 
while making a positive contribution to local visual amenity. Anti-social activity 
prevention through environmental design (CPTED) principles should be carefully 
considered. 

Events 
The Park Development Project should consider the need for infrastructure to support 
events and consider which areas of the park can and cannot support events and 
of what nature. The selected consultant should recommend options to effectively 
manage events within the park. 

Residential Amenity 
All issues will be considered with the amenity of local residents in mind. Noise, light, 
traffic,	dust	and	any	other	impacts	should	be	considered,	as	well	as	the	additional	
increases to amenity arising from park improvements. 

Proposed Community Centre 
The park Development Project must take account of and integrate proposals for the 
proposed community centre within the park.
 

1.4 DESIGN TEAM

1.4.1 Client
Fingal County Council Working Group: Parks and Green Infrastructure Division

Kevin Halpenny  Senior Parks Superintendent 
Marc	Coyle		 	 Senior	Executive	Parks	and	Landscape	Officer
Denis	Flannery	 	 Executive	Parks	and	Landscape	Officer
Liam	Campbell	 	 Assistant	Parks	and	Landscape	Officer
Michael	Staunton	 Assistant	Parks	and	Landscape	Officer

The client working group is led by Kevin Halpenny, Senior Parks Superintendent 
responsible for the Parks and Green Infrastructure Division.

1.4.2 Áit Urbanism + Landscape: Lead Project Consultants: Landscape 
Architecture
As lead consultant, Áit Urbanism + Landscape communicated directly with the 
client, Fingal County Council Working Group. Due to the Covid 19 pandemic public 
health restrictions, all client and focused stakeholder meetings have been facilitated 
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virtually through Microsoft Teams and have proven successful as a communication 
tool. Two consultation events with community stakeholders were held via teams, 
the	 first	 on	November	 26th	 2020	 and	 the	 second	 on	March	 24th	 2021.	 Further	
consultation was facilitated by using the Fingal County Council Online Consultation 
Portal, documents were uploaded here for a three-week period between the 9th and 
the 31st of March during which time members of the public could submit detailed 
feedback.
 
The external design team includes several professional sub-consultants to advise 
on matters requiring specialist input, they are as follows,

Mary Tubridy, Ecologist: Mary prepared an Appropriate Assessment (AA) 
Screening report for the Park Development Project. An AA report is required if it is 
determined that the proposed project will impact upon Natura 2000 sites (such as 
Special Conservation Areas and Special Protection Areas) and is a requirement 
of the EU Habitats Directive. The determination as to whether an AA Report is 
required	is	made	by	first	carrying	out	an	AA	Screening	Report,	the	screening	report	
establishes whether the proposals in question are impactful enough to warrant a full 
AA report. 
Mary	also	carried	an	ecological	review	of	the	park	and	recorded	her	findings	in	an	
Ecological Assessment.

KPMG Future Analytics (FA), Environmental Impact Assessment Consultants: 
FA prepared an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Screening 
Report. The screening report is a precursor to a full EIAR and establishes whether 
the proposed interventions are impactful enough to warrant full assessment by way 
of an EIAR.

McCloy Consulting (MCC), Flood Risk Assessments Consultants: MCC 
prepared a Stage 1 Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) for Lanesborough Park. The 
purpose	 of	 a	 Stage	 1	 FRA	 is	 to	 assess	 whether	 there	 are	 any	 flooding	 and/or	
surface water management issues at and surrounding the site. The assessment 
determines	 potential	 sources	 of	 flooding	 at	 the	 site	 and	 outlines	 recommended	
mitigation measures as necessary and appropriate.   

CMK Hort and Arb Ltd, Arboricultural Consultants: CMK undertook a tree 
survey for Lanesborough Park. The survey assigns a number to each tree and 
categorises it in terms of quality. The survey records the trees’ species, condition 
and vigour, age, height, girth, root spread and canopy measurements among other 
observations. Recommendations are made by the consulting arboriculturist as to a 
trees’ suitability for retention within a redevelopment context and, where necessary 
and appropriate for reasons of safety, that trees are felled.

Essential outcomes of Reports are listed below,

• Determination on requirement for Appropriate Assessment of proposed  
 works at Lanesborough Park: Not Required
• Determination on requirement for Environmental Impact Assessment  
 Report for proposed works at Lanesborough Park: Not Required
• Determination on requirement for Stage 2 Flood Risk Assessment of  
 proposed works at Lanesborough Park: Not Required
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Extract from Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023 Sheet 11 - Fingal South
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2.1 Introduction 

The Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023 (FDP) categorises the site under the 
‘Open	Space’	zoning	objective	which	is	defined	as	follows,	

OS Open Space: Preserve and provide for open space and recreational 
amenities

“Vision: Provide recreational and amenity resources for urban and rural 
populations subject to strict development controls. Only community facilities 
and other recreational uses will be considered and encouraged by the 
Planning Authority.”

FDP Section 1.6 Strategic Policy includes for following objective for Lanesborough, 
Meakstown and other areas as follows…

7. Develop a strategy to promote and deliver an enhanced identity and link 
with Fingal for the wider communities of Santry, Ballymun, Meakstown/
Charlestown, Finglas and Lanesborough.

FDP	Chapter	4	includes	the	following	objectives	which	are	specific	to	the	Charlestown	
and Meakstown urban area

Objective CHARLESTOWN AND MEAKSTOWN 1 
Develop an enhanced community identity within Fingal through the improvement 
of social, cultural, community and residential amenities. Support the development 
of a sense of identity for the area including improvements to signage, landscaping 
and physical appearance and through the promotion of mixed uses, including 
residential, in Charlestown Centre. 

Objective CHARLESTOWN AND MEAKSTOWN 2 Continue to improve and 
deliver enhanced community and recreational amenities to the area with particular 
emphasis on a community centre to provide for the community and sporting needs 
of the area including the provision of changing rooms if required and improvements 

to the quality of open space.

2.2 Green Infrastructure and Natural Heritage

There are no mapped Green Infrastructure Objectives for Lanesborough Park 
contained in the FDP, however, there are several Objectives in the FDP under the 
headings of Green Infrastructure and Natural Heritage which are of relevance to 
the Lanesborough Park Development Project, these are listed in Table 1 and Table 
2. The park as it stands currently is the primary open space for the Meakstown 
community and is an important link in the surrounding network of green spaces. 
Design proposals will seek to conserve the vast majority of tree planting in the 
park whilst implementing measures which will increase its’ ecological potential, 
particularly for pollinating insects. This will be balanced against the need to provide 

an open space that has a high amenity value, and which attracts the community to 
explore and use the park habitually. Proposals will seek to educate the community 
and the wider public of the importance of green infrastructure and natural heritage; 
this will be particularly pertinent to areas that are managed for biodiversity. 

OS Open Space: 
Preserve and provide for open space and 
recreational amenities



  

Relevant FDP 
Green 

Infrastructure 
Objectives 

Description 
  

Objective GI02 Create an integrated and coherent green infrastructure for the County by requiring the retention of substantial networks of green space in 
urban, urban fringe and adjacent countryside areas to serve the needs of communities now and in the future including the need to adapt to 
climate change.  
 

Objective GI03 Develop the green infrastructure network to ensure the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity, including the protection of European 
Sites, the provision of accessible parks, open spaces and recreational facilities (including allotments and community gardens), the sustainable 
management of water, the maintenance of landscape character including historic landscape character and the protection and enhancement of 
the architectural and archaeological heritage.  
 

Objective GI04 Seek a net gain in green infrastructure through the protection and enhancement of existing assets, through the provision of new green 
infrastructure as an integral part of the planning process, and by taking forward priority projects including those indicated on the Development 
Plan green infrastructure maps during the lifetime of the Development Plan.  
 

Objective GI07 Ensure green infrastructure protection and provision promotes pedestrian access, cycling, and public transport in preference to the car, as 
appropriate. 
 

Objective GI08 Integrate the provision of green infrastructure with infrastructure provision and replacement, including walking and cycling routes, as 
appropriate, while protecting biodiversity and other landscape resources. 
 

Objective GI10 Develop and implement a Green Infrastructure Strategy for Fingal in partnership with key stakeholders and the public, taking an ecosystem 
services approach to strategy development and public consultation.  
 

Objective GI11 Ensure the Green Infrastructure Strategy for Fingal protects existing green infrastructure resources and plans for future green infrastructure 
provision which addresses the five main themes identified in this Plan, namely: • Biodiversity, • Parks, Open Space and Recreation, • Sustainable 
Water Management, • Archaeological and Architectural Heritage, • Landscape.  
 

Objective GI25 Integrate provision for biodiversity with public open space provision and sustainable water management measures (including SuDS) where 
possible and appropriate. 
 

Objective GI26 Maximise the use and potential of existing parks, open space and recreational provision, both passive and active, by integrating existing facilities 
with proposals for new development and by seeking to upgrade existing facilities where appropriate.  
 

Objective GI27 Provide a range of accessible new parks, open spaces and recreational facilities accommodating a wide variety of uses (both passive and active), 
use intensities and interests. 
 

Objective GI29 Provide opportunities for food production through allotments, community gardens and permaculture food forests in new green infrastructure 
proposals where appropriate.  
 

Objective GI31 Ensure the provision of new green infrastructure addresses the requirements of functional flood storage, the sustainable management of coastal 
erosion, and links with provision for biodiversity, Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and provision for parks and open space wherever possible 
and appropriate.  
 

 

2.3 Additional Resources
Other material that has been researched throughout the design process include 
the following:

• KEEPING IT GREEN - An Open Space Strategy for Fingal
• THE FOREST OF FINGAL - A Tree Strategy for Fingal
•	 Planning	&	Development	Act	2000	(as	amended)
•	 Planning	&	Development	Regulations	2001	Part	VIII	(as	amended)
• Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan
• Fingal Heritage Plan
• Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional Greenways
• All Ireland Pollinator Plan

Table 1: Relevant FDP Green Infrastructure Objectives
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Relevant FDP 
Natural 
Heritage 
Objectives 

Description 

Objective NH01 Support the implementation of the Fingal Heritage Plan in relation to the promotion and protection of Fingal’s Natural Heritage.  
 

Objective NH02 Integrate provision for biodiversity with public open space provision and sustainable water management measures (including SuDS) 
where possible and appropriate. 

Objective NH03 Implement the Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan 2015 and any revisions thereof in partnership with all relevant stakeholders. 
Objective NH04 Undertake necessary ecological surveys and complete habitat mapping for the County during the lifetime of the Plan, prioritising 

sensitive coastal areas.  
 

Objective NH05 Raise awareness in relation to biodiversity across the community. 
Objective NH06 Consider developing a Natural Heritage Trail or Trails to support raising awareness about these natural assets amongst the public. It is 

important that all development proposals include measures to protect and enhance biodiversity. This will be achieved through the 
Development Management process and reference should be made to Chapter 12 Development Management Standards – Section 
12.12 Natural Heritage.  
 

Objective NH07 Actively support the aims and objectives of the All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 by encouraging bee keeping and other measures 
to protect and increase the population of bees and other pollinating insects in Fingal. 

Objective NH08 Ensure that the management of the Council’s open spaces and parks is pollinator-friendly, provides more opportunities for 
biodiversity, and does not introduce or lead to the spread of invasive species.  
 

Objective NH10 Ensure that the Council takes full account of the requirements of the Habitats and Birds Directives, as they apply both within and 
without European Sites in the performance of its functions. 

Objective NH12 Undertake field studies and map invasive species throughout the County and initiate control programs with all relevant stakeholders 
and landowners to control the key invasive species. 

Objective NH13 Ensure that proposals for development do not lead to the spread or introduction of invasive species. If developments are proposed on 
sites where invasive species are or were previously present, the applicants will be required to submit a control and management 
program for the particular invasive species as part of the planning process and to comply with the provisions of the European 
Communities Birds and Habitats Regulations 2011 (S.I. 477/2011). 

 Table 2: Relevant FDP Natural Heritage Objectives
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Lanesborough Park is located in Meakstown Dublin 11. Meakstown is an important 
residential settlement and has a young population, the most recent census in 2016 
recorded the following statistics,

• There are 8,957 people living in Meakstown, 6,702 live within Fingal  
 County  Council administrative area. This is a rapidly growing area.
• 38.3% of the population of Meakstown is under 25.
•	 There	are	over	1,000	children	under	the	age	of	five.
•	 61.8%	live	in	apartments	or	flats.
•	 Meakstown	experienced	a	population	increase	of	18%	in	five	years	(within		
 the FCC catchment area 2011-2016).

The community is engaged and involved in developments for their area. There 
are two groups representing the collective interests of residents, these are the 
Meakstown Community Council and the Lanesborough Residents Association. 
As described in the project overview, Meakstown is a relatively new community, 
having	 developed	 in	 the	 early	 2000s	 and	 prior	 to	 which	 was	 laid	 out	 in	 fields,	

effectively the last vestiges of agricultural land within the M50.

Today, Meakstown encompasses several housing estates which include Creston, 
Charlestown, Lanesborough, Mayeston, Seagrave, Cityside, Seagrave Melville 
and Hampton Wood. The area is well served by retail facilities focused on the 
Charlestown Shopping Centre and with schools and community facilities provided 
close by within the Dublin City Council area. Meakstown is a developing area, with a 
mix of suburban communities and expanding employment locations. Lanesborough 
Park sits in the centre of this community and is a vital resource for outdoor amenity 
and community events. The park has been the focus for planting interventions by 
the community which include an orchard and a large ornamental shrubbery. 

Aerial dated to 1995 with park outline overlaid, Source: map.geohive.ie

3.1 Site Context Maps + Analysis
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3.1 Site Context Maps + Analysis
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3.1 Site Context Maps + Analysis



22

3.1 Site Context Maps + Analysis
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3.1 Site Context Maps + Analysis



24

3.2 Site Photgraphs

Collage - south side of playing pitch

Collage - north side of playing pitch
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3.2 Site Photographs

Collage - north-east corner of park

Collage - north-west corner of park looking toward orchard
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Collage	-	looking	across	historic	hedgerow	&	ditch	towards	open	space

Collage	-	historic	hedgerow	&	community	planted	shrubbery Entrance kissing-gate

3.2 Site Photgraphs
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Entrance kissing-gate

4.0 PART 8 
LANESBOROUGH 
PARK DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT
DESIGN PROPOSALS
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4.1 Proposal Description 

The fundamental components of the Lanesborough Park Development Project are 
the playground and the community garden. The proposed playground is situated 
in the northern half of the park, roughly in place of the existing shrubbery that was 
planted by the community on the eastern side of the hedgerow. The proposed 
community garden and sensory trail are located at the southern end of the park 
beside the proposed community centre. These two important park amenities will 
be connected by a new perimeter path overlaid on the existing one, the new path 
will be substantially wider and will follow a straightened alignment, as opposed to 
the currently narrow and meandering route. The path will be surfaced in asphalt/
blacktop	and	defined	on	either	 side	by	a	wide	concrete	kerb.	The	kerb	adds	a	
pronounced	definition	to	the	path	geometry	and	contrasts	with	the	darker	asphalt	
infill,	the	intention	is	to	create	a	bold,	contemporary	aesthetic	that	makes	the	path	
a feature in itself. There will also be the possibility to include distance markers so 
that joggers or walkers can measure their progress in increments of 100 or 200 
metres – particularly useful if the park was to become a hub for active community 
events such as park runs. The newly widened path will also allow harmonious 
use for pedestrians, cyclists, parents pushing prams etc, all of whom will be able 
to maintain social distancing without having to step onto grass verges as would 
currently be the case.    

The park will be described in a sequence of individual spaces and amenities 
beginning with the playground and community garden. 

4.2 Playground
The playground is intended to cater for a wide age range and be an inclusive 
amenity	for	Meakstown’s	diverse	community.	It	is	divided	into	five	main	sections	
as follows….
• Toddler play area – catering for children under 3 years of age.
• Swing play area – catering for all ages
• Sand Play Area – catering for 3 to 8-year-olds
• Adventure Play area – catering for 6 to 12-year-olds. 
• Sensory Trail – catering for all ages.

AREA MAINTAINED
AS BIODIVERSITY

MEADOW

PLAYGROUND

KICK ABOUT / PICNIC
AREA

FITNESS EQUIPMENT

INDICATIVE 
DOG-OFF-LEASH

AREA

ENHANCED GRASS 
SPORTS PITCH

TERRACE SEATING

PLAYGROUNDCOMMUNITY
GARDEN
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4.2.1 Nature Play Concept
The overall vision for the playground is that it offers high play value and inclusivity 
within a setting that avails of borrowed landscape elements in pursuit of an 
experience that is close to nature. In the case of Lanesborough Park, the main 
borrowed landscape element will be the hedgerow. The hedgerow is a remnant 
of	 the	previous	agricultural	 landscape	and	once	defined	 the	boundary	between	
two	fields.	Its’	survival	through	this	rural	to	urban	transition	is	fortuitous	because	it	
establishes a sense of place, something which distinguishes Lanesborough Park 
from other urban parks. For this reason, it was decided at the outset of the design 
process that the hedgerow should provide the backdrop for the playground but 
also be a feature with which the children can interact. The hedgerow runs parallel 
to a ditch (also an agricultural remnant) and it is proposed to bridge this in three 
locations so that children and park users generally have easier access to the open 
space in the parks western half. The bridges can inspire imaginative play whilst 
connecting a sequence of spaces that encourage exploration over a wider area.

The use of borrowed landscape elements taps into the concept of nature play, that 
is play that occurs in a natural setting and uses elements that occur in nature. An 
example of this is the replacement of rubberised safety surfacing with woodchip 
surfacing which does not compromise on impact absorption and complies with 
European playground standards. Similarly, play equipment will be constructed 
from bark-peeled logs so that they retain their knobbly tree-like appearance, this 
is in contrast to play equipment constructed from metal and coated in colourful 
rubberised	materials	that	are	clearly	artificial.	All	play	areas	will	be	scattered	with	
elemental features such as logs and boulders and also with tree and groundcover 
planting to further emphasise the natural aesthetic.        

4.2.2 Toddler Play Area
The toddler play area will incorporate a totter trail featuring ramps, bridges, crawl 
tunnels and rope play. The trail encourages interaction and cooperation among 
toddlers whilst encouraging movement in the form of crawling, climbing and 
balancing. The trail will be placed upon woodchip surfacing that is enclosed by a 
low earthen berm or mound. Elemental features such as logs and boulders will be 

TODDLER PLAY AREA
COMBINED PLAY PIECE ALLOWS A RANGE OF PLAY 
OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS CRAWLING, CLIMBING AND 

BALANCING  

PLAY MOUND AND 
EMBANKMENT SLIDE

BUMP TRACK

SAND AND WATER PLAY AREA
WATER PUMP AND TROUGHS WITH SLUICE 
GATES FOR DIVERTING WATER TO THE SAND 
BELOW

ADVENTURE PLAY
TOWER STRUCTURE WITH LARGE CURVING 
SLIDE, THE TOWER CONNECTS TO LADDER NETS 
AND ROPE BRIDGES THAT LEAD TO A LARGE 
PLAY MOUND.

ZIP-LINE

SENSORY PLAY ELEMENTS
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scattered to encourage imaginative play.

4.2.3 Swing Play Area
Swings are popular amongst a wide age range, even up to adults. It is proposed 
that swings are grouped so that they offer a social experience. Swings will include 
twin type and cradle-nest/basket swings; the basket swings can be used by multiple 
children at the same or perhaps by a child with special needs and his/her carer. 

4.2.4 Sand Play Area
Sand play is enduringly popular amongst children, it is an immersive experience 
and inherently social. It is proposed to place the sand-play at the centre of the 
playground. It will feature a water pump and a series of overlapping troughs that 
direct water to sand tables where dams can be constructed, channels created and 
castles built. The play area will be surfaced in sand and compacted gravel that less 
able-bodied children or wheelchair users can access, the sand tables will be set 
at a height that facilitates wheelchair users so they can roll up their sleeves and 
join in the fun. 

Other features proposed in the sand play area are a mini excavator for digging 
sand-pits and a small boat suspended on ropes so that it can pitch and roll. 

4.2.5 Adventure Play Area
The adventure play area features the iconic piece of the playground - a play 
pyramid with a large twisting slide. The pyramid is up to 7metres in height and 
acts as a totem, something which can be seen from outside the park and piques 
your curiosity to come in and explore. The pyramid includes a series of ladders 
that must be negotiated before the slide platform can be reached, this presents a 
challenge to younger children but is something they can aspire to, particularly if 
they want to show off to their friends. 

The adventure play area is enclosed by an earthen mound, rope bridges are 
suspended between the mound and the pyramid structure with the effect that 
landscape elements become integral to the play experience. 

A zip line is proposed as an extension of the adventure play area and allows 
children to glide over a 30-metre distance through a gap in the hedgerow. Similarly, 
a log-pile play feature is located on the opposite side of the hedgerow, the log pile 
can be used for a more challenging climbing and balancing experience and will 
appeal to older age groups. 

4.2.6 Sensory Trail
The playground is divided into zones that accommodate different age ranges, 
a common element that ties the zones together is a sensory trail that snakes 
its way throughout. The sensory trail begins between the swing and toddler 
play area, twists alongside the sand play area and before crossing through the 
hedgerow and meandering through a quieter woodland area. The sensory trail 
will incorporate singing boulders, spinning boulders and talking tubes as well as 
elemental features, bug hotels and planting that offers colour, texture, sound and 
smell. The trail will traverse active and passive zones so that users can enjoy 
some quiet time before rejoining the fray. 

4.3 Community and Sensory Garden

The Community and Sensory Gardens are located beside the proposed Community 
Centre. The garden is envisaged as a place that park users will want to explore 
and one which can be a productive resource for community members. It is laid 
out in an hexagonal arrangement of low enclosures that will be constructed from 
timber sleepers. Within the enclosures raised planters and ground-level plots will 
be arranged for the growing of fruits and vegetables, these can be distributed 
amongst horticultural enthusiasts in the community in an equitable way that ensures 
access for all. The geometric arrangement of the garden is unusual in its form, this 
is a purposeful measure that is intended to generate interest amongst casual park 
users and to encourage them to explore the garden, it therefore avoids becoming 
an	area	that	is	exclusive	to	passersby.	This	is	also	of	benefit	to	the	sensory	trail	as	
it increases the likelihood that users will happen upon it. 
The sensory trail winds around the perimeter of the community garden and 
features a stepping stone pathway through ornamental grasses, groundcovers 
and perennials. Perennials will be chosen for qualities that appeal to the senses, 

for example, Stachys byzantina will feature for its’ tactile quality - the leaves feel 
like	fleece	and	 it	 is	commonly	referred	 to	as	Lamb’s	ear.	Tree	planting	will	also	
be brought into the mix, Populus tremula or Trembling Aspen could feature as a 
focal point tree, its common name derives from how its leaves tremble in the wind, 
Tibetan cherries will appeal to an array of senses, particularly with its’ smooth and 
almost	reflective	bark.	These	are	limited	examples	of	the	many	plant	varieties	that	
will feature to stimulate tactile, visual, olfactory and aural senses, edibles will also 
be included in both the sensory and community gardens. 
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VIEWPOINT 
LOCATION

CONCEPT PERSPECTIVE 
Sand Play Area
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VIEWPOINT 
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CONCEPT PERSPECTIVE
Toddler Play Area
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CONCEPT PERSPECTIVE
Adventure Play

VIEWPOINT 
LOCATION
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PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTRE
Indicative footprint subject  to 
separate design and planning

COMMUNITY 
GARDEN

TODDLER 
PLAYGROUND
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COMMUNITY GARDEN
RAISED PLANTERS AND 
VEGETABLE PLOTS ENCLOSED 
BY TIMBER SLEEPER WALLS 

AT SEATING HEIGHT

SENSORY GARDEN 
TRAIL

TODDLER PLAYGROUND

CONCEPT PERSPECTIVE

VIEWPOINT 
LOCATION



4.4 Open space and Trim Trail

It	is	recognised	that	open	flexible	open	space	is	an	important	component	of	urban	
parks. Lanesborough features one such space that is enclosed by the hedgerow in 
the	western	half	of	the	park.	This	open	space	will	be	retained	for	continued	flexible	
use – a place for kickabouts, cricket, a place for children simply to run around. It 
is proposed to create a secondary path that loops around the edge of this space 
along which trim trail equipment will be arranged. It is intended that the equipment 
will not be overly prescriptive in function, but more so geared towards callisthenics 
(exercises where resistance is provided by ones own body weight), this allows for 
simpler equipment that is adaptable to a diverse range of exercises and users with 
mobility issues.   

4.5 Central Avenue and Viewing Terrace

The park is bisected in an east-west direction by a tree-lined avenue, the avenue 
runs parallel to the playing pitch. As is the case for the perimeter path, it is proposed 
to widen this avenue to increase its capacity as a place for gathering and events. 
The avenue will be surfaced in a separate and more individual material relative 
to the perimeter pathway, this establishes a hierarchy of materials that indicates 
its prominence as a focal point in the park. The avenue will become a place for 
community events and could accommodate a linear arrangement of market stalls 
for food markets, Christmas markets etc. 

A viewing terrace is shown midway along the south side of the avenue. The terrace 
will function as tiered bleacher-type seating and will function as a place to watch 
sports matches, or simply additional seating to accommodate aforementioned 
community events.  

Concept Perspective - Central Avenue and Viewing Terrace

Precedent Image - Stencilled Distance Markers Precedent Image - Terraced seating area
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4.6 Biodiversity

An opportunity exists to increase the ecological potential of the park, that is provide 
areas in which biodiversity can be increased in parallel with decreased human 
interference. A simple measure proposed is the creation of marginal areas that are 
seeded with robust meadow varieties and subsequently managed for biodiversity. 
This would involve allowing grass and meadow varieties to establish and cutting 
them twice a year with the cuttings removed. The removal of cuttings decreases the 
soil nutrient content over time and creates conditions in which meadow varieties are 
better able to outcompete grass varieties, in the process maximising nectar sources 
for pollinating insects. This treatment would be applied around the perimeter of 
the open space and in areas between the perimeter pathway and the boundary 
fence. Information panels will be located in these areas to inform users about the 
maintenance of the park and the strategies put in place to increase its support of 
local wildlife. 
Tree planting will also form part of the strategy, with new additions to the extensive 
existing tree cover but in varieties that are both native and provide food sources for 
birds and insects. 

Left: Calisthenics equipment

Bottom Left: Meadow margins

Bottom Right: Information signage
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4.7 Hedgerow Ditch

It is proposed to treat the hedgerow ditch as a dry riverbed. This will involve placing  
pebbles, rocks and small boulders in the base of the ditch to recreate the riverbed 
aesthetic. The ditch will become accessible as a place for children to play and to 
use their imaginations. 

Section through one of three bridge 
locations	 identified	 on	 the	 plan	 and	 typical	
of the general depth of the hedgerow ditch

Dry Riverbed Concept Image
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Quercus petraea Betula pendula Amelanchier laevis ‘Ballerina’	(flower) Crataegus monogyna hedge

Alnus glutinosa Acer campestre Pinus sylvestrisPinus nigra Betula pubescens Prunus padus

5.0 TREE PLANTING
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6.0 HARDSCAPE MATERIALS

Hardwood benchHardwood bench Hardwood picnic bench

Galvanized steel litter bin Sheffield	cycle	stands Sheffield	cycle	stands

6.1 Furniture 
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Hard binding gravel

Exposed aggregate Wood-chip Asphalt

6.2 Materials 

Concrete panels Concrete path
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A Appendix A - Response to Conclusions of Planning Report

Introduction: 
The following responses in red text correspond to Fingal County Council’s Planning 
&	 Strategic	 Infrastructure	 Department	 Preliminary	 Planning	 Report,	 register	
reference Part XI/006/21. Conclusions numbered 1 to 11 in the Planning Report are 
what	this	appendix	responds	to	specifically.	

1. It is recommended that the ‘Proposed Landscape Plan’ drawing (is amended 
as follows:
a) The extent of this drawing should be expanded to include the adjoining 
development, in particular the roads beside the park and housing which fronts onto 
the park.
b) Key dimensions should be included on the plan, for example, width of the 
proposed perimeter path to demonstrate how the proposal complies with DMURS.
Response: These recommendations are now addressed in the revised Part 8 
submission. 

2. It is recommended that the detailed plans/layout for the community centre 
are not shown on the drawings associated with-the park redevelopment project 
unless	confirmation	has	been	 received	 from	 the	 lead	department	overseeing	 the	
community centre project that the details on the drawings are accurate and, in such 
cases, the drawings should be clearly annotated to state that Part 8 consent has yet 
to be approved for the community centre (similar to that shown on Page 35).
Response: This recommendation is now addressed in the revised Part 8 submission. 

3. The report received from the Water Services Section advises that the 
design/construction/operational details of the existing surface water detention 
basins are unknown at this stage and should be further investigated to avoid any 
potential negative impacts. The conclusions of the Flood Risk Assessment assume 
that no changes are made to existing detention basins. It is recommended that 
the surface water management features on the site are investigated further and it 
should be clear that either no changes are being made to this infrastructure or that 
any works proposed would not impact on the functions of the infrastructure.
Response:	Design	proposals	do	not	involve	any	modifications	to	the	existing	drainage	
infrastructure. The playing pitch will continue to provide controlled attenuation of 

stormwater	without	alteration,	as	advised	by	the	flood	risk	assessment	consultants	
– see ‘M02127-07a_DG01 Lanesborough Park, Meakstown - Stage 1 FRA Rev 2’ 
Section 5.2.1 Land Use.

4. In conjunction with the above, it is recommended that the depression in the 
south east corner of the site referred to in the Flood Risk Assessment be investigated 
further to ascertain whether it is a detention basin and part of the surface water 
infrastructure.
Response: This depression occurs in the area proposed for the development of a 
new community centre. Appropriate investigations, as recommended, will be under 
the responsibility of the community centre design team. 

5. Any proposed drainage improvements should incorporate SUDS. Areas 
of	 impermeable	 surfacing	 should	 be	 avoided/minimised.	 Infiltration	 should	 be	
promoted through the use of appropriate construction methods, materials and 
products. Further design details would be required in this regard and should be 
reviewed by the Water Services Section.
Response: It is proposed that all surface water drainage is disposed of on-site. The 
primary hardstanding is a proposed new perimeter path, a drainage detail for this 
path is provided in the planning pack – see drawing 20FG04-L-DR-241. 

6. It is advised to liaise with the design team for the community centre at this 
stage particularly in respect of surface water management.
Response: Noted. 

7. It is recommended that the detailed design and planting scheme for the 
proposed tree planting along the western boundary of the park ensures that visibility 
into the park is retained in order to provide passive surveillance of the area.
Response: Noted, all tree planting will be clear-stemmed to a minimum of 2metres 
to preserve visibility and limit opportunities for concealment. 

8. Parking for scooters and cargo bikes should also be considered closer to 
the playgrounds (where appropriate). Some form of sheltered parking should also 

be considered at these locations where there is passive surveillance.
Response: It is proposed not to install a bike shelter at this point but it can be 
considered during the operation phase if the need becomes apparent. Spaces for 
cargo bikes and scooters will be offered alongside standard cycle spaces.

9. Road Safety Audits should be carried out as part of the proposed 
development at the relevant stages as outlined in current edition of Transportation 
Infrastructure Ireland guidelines GE-SlY-1027 in the vicinity of all crossing points 
and entrances
Response: This recommendation will be addressed at detailed design stage. 

10.	 A	final	Construction	Management	Plan	and	Traffic	Management	Plan	should	
be agreed with the Operations Department prior to construction of the proposed 
development.
Response: This recommendation will be addressed at detailed design stage.

11. An existing 160mm ND and 450mm ND watermains are present within the 
southern part of the site. It is unlikely that these services will be impacted by the 
proposal. However, their presence should be considered and accommodated in 
accordance with Irish Water requirements.
Response: This recommendation will be addressed at detailed design stage.
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1 INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

Preliminary design proposals for Lanesborough Park Development Project were uploaded to the Fingal County Council 
Online Consultation Portal on the 9th March 2021. The material uploaded for public review included the following…. 

• Lanesborough Park Development Project – Preliminary Design Proposals (A3 format report) 

• Lanesborough Park Development Project – Proposed Landscape Plan (A1 format illustrated Plan) 

• Lanesborough Park Development Project – Local Area Analysis (A3 format report). 
The allotted window for feedback opened on the 9th March and closed on the 31st March 2021, comprising a roughly 3-week 
period. The following report provides a summary of the feedback received which totalled 168 separate submissions, of these 
149no.  were made as individuals, 18no.  were made under the title of organisation and 1no.  submission was made under 
the title of staff member. The organisations represented in the submissions are Lanesborough Residents Association and 
Meakstown Community Council.  
In addition to information uploaded to the consultation portal, an online meeting was organised during which Fingal County 
Council and Áit Urbanism + landscape presented the documents outlined above (excluding the ‘Local Area Analysis’ which 
was presented at a previous meeting in November 2020). The meeting also allowed for a questions and answers session. 
The minutes of the meeting are included as an appendix to this document.  
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT AND THE PRINCIPAL FEATURES THEREOF:   

The preliminary design encompasses the park itself, that is the entire area within the existing fenced perimeter. It excludes 
any works outside the fence line and the area of the park in which it is planned to construct a community centre. The 
proposed community centre is shown indicatively on the preliminary proposals but it is important to note that it is an entirely 
separate project to this park development project, and will be delivered by an entirely separate design team. 
The park can be described in terms of its northern and southern halves. In the northern half, it is proposed to locate the 
primary playground adjacent to the existing historic hedgerow boundary. The playground will provide for a wide age range 
and includes the following features, 
A toddler play area and swings area 
A sand play area 
An adventure play area  
A 30metre zipline  
A play area for older children (to be expanded upon in further design) 
Aural, visual and tactile sensory features scattered throughout the play area.  
The various playground areas are knitted together by an interweaving path that crosses over the existing hedgerow ditch at 
three proposed bridge locations. 
The area west of the hedgerow boundary includes a flexible open space that will receive a new perimeter path, along which 
exercise equipment will be dispersed in the form of a trim trail. The ecological function of the open space will be enhanced 
with perimeter areas managed as natural meadows to increase biodiversity in the park.  
A dog off-leash area is proposed in the northern section of the park and would be the only designated area for this purpose, 
in all other areas dog owners would be requested to keep their pets on leash. 
The park is divided into two halves by a central avenue running east to west. The avenue is a widened version of the 
existing path and could become a hub for events or allow for more comfortable pedestrian circulation generally. A terraced 
seating area is shown here also as a vantage point from which sports matches could be enjoyed. The existing sports pitch is 
shown as being retained without amendment.  
The proposed community and sensory garden are located to the south of the sports pitch and adjacent to the proposed 
community centre. The community garden incorporates raised beds that can be used by the community for horticultural 
hobbies, the beds are contained within hexagonal enclosures formed by low timber-sleeper upstands. The upstands provide 
an element of flexibility for how the enclosures might be fenced and secured if required in the future. 
A sensory trail weaves around the outside of the garden through generous plantings of ornamental grasses, perennials and 
a wide variety of trees. Plants will be chosen here on the merit of their visual, tactile and olfactory qualities.  
It is also proposed that a small playground, primarily for a toddler age group, would be located beside the garden ensuring 
that it functions as an inclusive family space.  
Finally, it is proposed that a substantially widened and reoriented path is constructed around the park perimeter as a means 
to connect the aforementioned play and recreation areas. The paths width would allow for harmonious use by pedestrians, 
cyclists, wheelchair users etc. It is also envisaged that it might be used for park run events and so distance markers could 
be included as a practical design feature to complement this activity.     
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Figure 1: Proposed Landscape Plan 
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3 BACKGROUND TO THE PLAN PREPARATION. 

 
In summary, relevant Development Plan considerations include policies and objectives under the following chapter 
headings:  
Chapter 1: Introduction & Strategic Context 
Chapter 3: Placemaking 
Chapter 4: Urban Fingal 
Chapter 8: Green Infrastructure 
Chapter 9: Natural Heritage 
Chapter 10: Cultural Heritage 
Chapter 11: Land Use Zoning Objectives 
 
Chapter 1: Introduction & Strategic Context 
The Development Plan Strategic vision, as per chapter 1, seeks to: 
“Protect Green Infrastructure and enhance Fingal’s natural resources of clean water, biodiversity, nature conservation areas, 
landscape, coastline, greenbelts, parks and open spaces, and agricultural land”. 
“Promote active and healthy lifestyles through increased opportunities for walking, cycling and active sport and recreation”.  

“Make Fingal an attractive and vibrant place to live, work and visit”.  
“Encourage inclusive and active sustainable communities based around a strong network of community facilities”.  
Section 1.6 Strategic Policy sets out the following aim for the Meakstown and Lanesborough communities, 
“Develop a strategy to promote and deliver an enhanced identity and link with Fingal for the wider communities of Santry, 

Ballymun, Meakstown/Charlestown, Finglas and Lanesborough”.  

Section 1.11 of the Development Plan identifies several key environmental challenges for Fingal including:   
“Ongoing provision of high-quality accessible parks and open spaces for our growing population”.  
 
Chapter 3: Placemaking 
Section 3.5 Open Space in Chapter 3 sets out the context for open space provision through a hierarchy of high quality, 
attractive and secure public and private open spaces, ranging from regional parks and major local parks down to smaller 
pocket parks, private gardens and balconies, as well as intensive recreational, amenity and community facilities such as 
active Recreational Hubs and Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAs). 
 
Chapter 4: Urban Fingal 
Section 4.2 of the Plan sets out objectives relating to Charlestown and Meakstown, with relevant open space objectives 
including: 
Objective CHARLESTOWN AND MEAKSTOWN 1 
“Develop an enhanced community identity within Fingal through the improvement of social, cultural, community and 

residential amenities. Support the development of a sense of identity for the area including improvements to signage, 

landscaping and physical appearance and through the promotion of mixed uses, including residential, in Charlestown 

Centre”.  

Objective CHARLESTOWN AND MEAKSTOWN 2 
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“Continue to improve and deliver enhanced community and recreational amenities to the area with particular emphasis on a 

community centre to provide for the community and sporting needs of the area including the provision of changing rooms if 

required and improvements to the quality of open space”.  

 

Chapter 8: Green Infrastructure 
It is Fingal County council’s policy to ensure that areas and networks of green infrastructure are identified, protected, 
enhanced, managed and created to provide a wide range of environmental, social and economic benefits to communities.  
Parks, Open Space and Recreation form part of this strategy with several objectives listed  (GI 26 – GI 30) that seek to 
maximise and use of existing parks, provide new facilities & spaces for multiple uses, increase recreational provision and 
ensure safe and attractive access, subject to the appropriate environmental screening/ assessment. 
There are no Green Infrastructure Mapped based Objectives for Lanesborough Park.  
  
Chapter 11: Land Use Zoning 
Sheet 11 Fingal South of the Development Plan illustrates the following zoning objective for Lanesborough Park 
“OS - Open Space Preserve and provide for open space and recreational amenities. Provide recreational and amenity 
resources for urban and rural populations subject to strict development controls. Only community facilities and other 
recreational uses will be considered and encouraged by the Planning Authority”. 
 
Keeping it Green -An Open Space Strategy For Fingal 2015 includes the following stated objectives 
“1.3 Vision & Objectives for Open Space Provision 

(1) Open Space Value 

Recognise the value and increase the use of open spaces for health, social economic and environmental purposes 

(2) Open Space Quantity 

Provide a network of diverse open spaces 

(3) Open Space Quality 

Enhance the quality of open spaces 

(4) Sustainable Open Space 

Provide well maintained and managed open spaces having regard to 

available resources 

(5) Conservation and Protection 

Conserve the natural and manmade heritage in our parks and open 

Spaces” 

 
The Strategy outlines the core principle of approach to sustainable management of open spaces in Fingal which include: 
“Enhance the quality of Open Space provision 

Provide areas suitable for active and passive recreation 

Maintain a positive impression of the towns, villages, roadways and 

residential areas in the county. 

Enhance the biodiversity of our parks and open spaces 

Introduce more sustainable methods of maintenance without affecting the amenity value of the open spaces provided.” 
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Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan 2010-2015 states some objectives for local biodiversity including: 
“To maintain, and where practicable enhance, the wildlife and habitats that give Fingal its character and natural diversity”.  

 

The Forest of Fingal – A Tree Strategy for Fingal includes the following stated aims 
“Retain and protect the trees we have 

Care for the trees we have to maximise their useful life and 

Plant more trees”  

In support of these aims the Strategy outlines the following objectives: 
“Retain, protect and enhance existing trees, groups of trees, woodlands and hedgerows 

Care for trees, tree groups, woodlands and hedgerows to promote healthy growth and development 

Plant more trees, woodlands, tree groups, street trees and woodlands” 

 

Fingal County Council Regional Parks and Open Spaces Bye-Laws 2017 
“4.7 Animals 

(d) Dogs in parks and open spaces shall be kept on a leash, other than in areas designated as off-leash areas, or at times 
specified by the County Council. Dogs must be kept under effectual control at all times. Dogs (other than guide dogs or 
assistance dogs) shall not be permitted in public playgrounds. A person shall not cause or allow any Restricted Breed, as 
defined in the Control of Dogs Regulations 1998 (as amended) belonging to him/her, or in his/her charge to enter or remain 
in the park unless such dog is kept securely muzzled and led on a sufficiently strong leash or chain not exceeding two 
metres in length by a competent person over 16 years of age.” 
 

3.1 CONCLUSION: 
No undue impacts anticipated.  
AA Screening to undertaken by consulting ecologist 
EIAR Screening to be undertaken by consulting ecologist 
Flood Risk Assessment to be undertaken by consulting engineer 
 
It is considered that the proposed scheme is in accordance with the applicable land use zonings & objectives of the Fingal 
Development Plan 2017 to 2023 and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 
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4 APPROACH TO CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS 

 
Feedback submitted to the consultation portal was collated in MS Word & Excel format and provided to Áit Urbanism + 
Landscape for appraisal. Comments were submitted to the portal under several themes as follows, 

• General Comment 

• Community Garden incorporating a sensory trail 

• Dog Off-Leash Area 

• Fitness Equipment 

• Toddler Play Area 

• Kickabout/Picnic Area 

• Native Wildflower Meadows 
The comments received for each theme have been summarised into their core message and collated so that the most 
recurrent comments become quickly evident, they are then listed from most to least recurring.  
The proportion of overall comments submitted under each theme is shown in Figure 2: Themes.  
 

 
Figure 2: Number of comments per theme 

 

4.1 THEME 1: GENERAL COMMENTS 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 70 
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FIN-C378-25, FIN-C378-26, FIN-C378-27, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-30, FIN-C378-30, FIN-C378-30, FIN-
C378-31, FIN-C378-32, FIN-C378-33, FIN-C378-37, FIN-C378-38, FIN-C378-38, FIN-C378-38, FIN-C378-39, FIN-C378-40, 
FIN-C378-41, FIN-C378-43, FIN-C378-44, FIN-C378-45, FIN-C378-48, FIN-C378-48, FIN-C378-48, FIN-C378-48, FIN-
C378-50, FIN-C378-51, FIN-C378-51, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-53, FIN-C378-54, FIN-C378-55, FIN-C378-56, FIN-C378-57, 
FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-60, FIN-C378-61, FIN-C378-63, FIN-C378-64, FIN-C378-65, FIN-C378-66, FIN-C378-67, FIN-
C378-68, FIN-C378-70, FIN-C378-71, FIN-C378-72, FIN-C378-73, FIN-C378-75, FIN-C378-76  

4.1.1 Summary of Comments 
The top 17 comments are listed as follows beginning with the most recurrent and descending in that order,  

1. The park should be provided with lighting. 
2. The park should be provided with CCTV. 
3. The football pitch needs to be provided with drainage. 
4. A skate park should be considered, there is no such facility in the area. 
5. The Park should be named Meakstown Park so that it represents the wider community. 
6. The park is known as Lanesborough Park and should remain known by this name. 
7. The park should have a designated closing time. 
8. All-weather sports facilities should be considered. 
9. The park should be provided with a Park Warden. 
10. The park and community centre developments should be combined into a single project. 
11. Road safety around the park needs to be considered. 
12. Funding for the park, including funding for ongoing maintenance should be put on public record. 
13. The park needs more bins and benches. 
14. The historic hedgerow should be cut down and the ditch filled in. 
15. The location of the playground is inappropriate and will disturb nearby residents. 
16. The method for public consultation is inadequate and excludes many people from submitting comments. 
17. More play provision is required for teenagers. 

 

4.1.2 Responses 
1. FCC does not presently provide lighting to parks. Ducting to be installed for provision of lighting if required.  
2. The football pitch is located within a water attenuation basin. The provision of additional drainage within this 

basin is contrary to its function as it would potentially alter the controlled percolation of stormwater into the 
ground.  

3. It is deemed that the provision of a skate park is not appropriate in the park. Skateable features such as 
kerbs or upstands will be considered.   

4. The naming of the park does not fall within the scope of this Part 8 planning application.  
5. The naming of the park does not fall within the scope of this Part 8 planning application.  
6. The closing time of the park does not fall within the scope of this part 8 planning application. 
7. It is considered that the provision of all-weather facilities in a park of this size would not be appropriate. 
8. The provision of a park warden does not fall within the scope of this part 8 planning application.  
9. The community centre is a separate project to the park and will continue as such. 
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10. The scope of this project is limited to the area within the park boundary as delineated by the existing fence 
line. Any works outside this area are beyond the project scope. 

11. The 2021-2023 Capital Programme for Fingal is available to view on the Council's website www.fingal.ie. 
12. The provision of benches and bins in the park, additional to what is currently installed, will be considered. 
13. The historic hedgerow is valued as a heritage and ecological feature and will be retained and maintained. 
14. The proposed playground location has been carefully considered. A balance is required in any park between 

facilities and open space. The location chosen benefits from borrowed landscape features, such as trees and 
hedgerow, and this is looked upon as a unique backdrop for the playground, particularly as a means to create 
a sense of place. It also allows the open space west of the hedgerow to retain its flexibility for non-
prescriptive park activities etc. 

15. Discussions around methods of public consultation are not within the scope of this project. 
16. The perceived lack of play provision for teenagers is noted and will be reviewed in the next design stage.  
 

4.1.3 Recommendations   
We will review the final point of play provision for teenagers and consider whether this can be improved.   
 

4.2 THEME 2: COMMUNITY GARDEN INCORPORATING A SENSORY TRAIL 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 17 
FIN-C378-72, FIN-C378-58, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68, FIN-C378-3, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-34 FIN-C378-
39, FIN-C378-47, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-15, FIN-C378-46, FIN-C378-55, FIN-C378-61, FIN-C378-74. 
 

4.2.1 Summary of Comments 
How will the community garden be managed? 
The garden will promote community engagement. 
Prioritise the park over the community centre. 
The garden takes up a lot of space. 
The community centre and community gardens should be planned in tandem. 
The community garden needs to be managed to promote inclusivity. 
A sensory garden is positive for people with special needs. 
The community garden is too big for the park. 
The footprint of the community centre appears to have reduced.  
Consider all-weather sports facilities in place of the community garden. 
A space for yoga and meditation. 
Consideration should be given to road layouts, parking and traffic calming. 
 

4.2.2 Responses 
The above comments are noted. 
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4.2.3 Recommendations 
With respect to the above submissions no changes are recommended.  
 

4.3 THEME 3: DOG OFF-LEASH AREA 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 16 
FIN-C378-24, FIN-C378-42, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-74, FIN-C378-35, FIN-C378-3, FIN-C378-10, FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-
39, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-34, FIN-C378-49, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68, FIN-C378-8 
 

4.3.1 Summary of Comments 
• The proposed dog-off-leash area is too small. 

• The dog-off-leash area should be fenced. 

• The fruit trees in this area should be retained. 

• The dog-off-leash area is a good idea 

• Designated dog-off-leash areas help to prevent dog fouling 

• The dog-off-leash area should be omitted. 

• The park needs bins for dog waste. 

• Use St Anne's dog run as a successful design precedent. 

• The park is too small to accommodate a useable dog-off-leash area 

• Signs encouraging responsible dog ownership should be installed. 

• The dog-off-leash area should be surfaced in bark mulch. 

4.3.2 Responses 
The above comments are noted.  

• It is Fingal County Council policy to provide dog off leash areas within public parks. 

• The current proposal is indicative only. The extent and location of the DOL area will be confirmed post part 8 
planning approval 

 

4.3.3 Recommendations 
With respect to the above submissions, changes are recommended.  
 

4.4 THEME 4: FITNESS EQUIPMENT 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 15. 
FIN-C378-15, FIN-C378-28, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68, FIN-C378-72, FIN-C378-42, FIN-
C378-12, FIN-C378-39, FIN-C378-3, FIN-C378-61, FIN-C378-8, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-62. 
 

4.4.1 Summary of comments  
• Fitness equipment is a great asset to the park. 

• Fitness machines should cater for universal accessibility. 

• Fitness equipment should provide for a wide range of exercises. 
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• There is not enough fitness equipment in the plan. 

• A perimeter running track should be considered. 

• Fitness equipment is a good idea to promote physical health and mental health.  

• All-weather sports facilities should be provided. 

• Fitness equipment should be provided at both ends of the park. 

• The fitness equipment will not be used. 

• Fitness machines are not needed or they should be reduced to a limited number of machines. 
 

4.4.2 Responses 
The above comments are noted and some of the comments have been responded to in section 4.1.2.  
The provision of fitness equipment will be examined to ensure there is an appropriate mix for different exercise types and 
universal accessibility. In addition to exercise equipment, the external perimeter path will provide a new jogging route in the 
park.    
 

4.4.3 Recommendations 
The response to the provision of fitness equipment is generally positive, recommendations are as per section 4.4.2 above.  
 

4.5 THEME 5: TODDLER PLAY AREA 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 14 
FIN-C378-8, FIN-C378-15, FIN-C378-16, FIN-C378-17, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-35, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-
55, FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68, FIN-C378-69, FIN-C378-72, FIN-C378-37 
 

4.5.1 Summary of Comments 
• This is greatly needed by the community 

• I like the toddler play area but it is too small 

• A centralised play space for all age groups is preferable for supervision 

• More provision needs to be made for older children 

• A wooden playground will be easier to vandalise, it should be metal 

• The toddler play area should be fenced off/secured 

• The playground is inappropriately located and will cause noise disturbance to neighbouring residents 

• The playground should accommodate all ages and all abilities so that it is a fully inclusive community resource 

• A much bigger playground required to suit all ages 

• A focus on inclusivity for all abilities is very important  

• All-weather sports/play facilities should be considered 

• Cradle nest swings are good for children with special needs and they promote inclusivity 

•  

4.5.2 Responses 
The above comments are noted and some of the comments have been responded to in section 4.1.2.   
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• The toddler play space is proposed as complimentary to the proposed community centre and is additional to the 
extensive play provision for all ages elsewhere in the park. 

• Fencing is partially indicated around the playground. Additional fencing will be reviewed.  

4.5.3 Recommendations  
With respect to the above submissions no changes are recommended.  
 

4.6 THEME 6: KICKABOUT/PICNIC AREA 
Submissions received under this theme heading – 13 
FIN-C378-12, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-36, FIN-C378-39, FIN-C378-42, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-55, FIN-
C378-59, FIN-C378-61, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68, FIN-C378-72 
 

4.6.1 Summary of comments 
• This area will be used for annual bonfires (prevention required). 

• The playground should be located in this kickabout area - less noise disturbance of nearby homes. 

• Drainage needs to be provided for this area to function properly as a kickabout area. 

• Good idea, great for families. 

• This represents an underutilisation of this space. 

• A picnic area is not needed, people do not want to picnic in their own neighbourhood park. 

• We do not want to attract park tourists who may wish to use the picnic area. 

• Picnic tables and other furniture should be provided. 

• The kickabout area suffers from dog fouling. 

• Can all-weather sports facilities be provided here? 

• A covered picnic area would be a great asset for year-round use.  

• A bandstand would facilitate community activities. 

• Can a space for 10-15-year-olds be provided here? 
 

4.6.2 Responses 
The above comments are noted and some of the comments have been responded to in section 4.1.2. Fingal County Council 
supports the designation of this area as a versatile and non-prescriptive space.  
 

4.6.3 Recommendations.  
With respect to the above submissions, no changes are recommended.  
 

4.7 THEME 7: NATIVE WILDFLOWER MEADOWS  
Submissions received under this theme heading – 12 
FIN-C378-3, FIN-C378-8, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-39, FIN-C378-42, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-55, FIN-C378-
59, FIN-C378-61, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-68 
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4.7.1 Summary of comments 
• Will this area be regularly maintained? 

• Vermin in the hedgerow ditch is a safety issue that needs to be considered. 

• Safety concerns about standing water in the ditch need to be considered. 

• The park is not big enough to incorporate biodiverse areas. 

• This space needs to be robust and resistant to vandalism. 

• This is a good idea and good for the environment. 

• Will there be information signage for wildflower species or an interactive element? 

• Areas like this will used as an excuse to reduce park maintenance and grass cutting. 

• The existing hedgerow ditch is a safety concern.  

• The park needs more colour and planting generally. 
 

4.7.2 Responses  
The above comments are noted. 

• The park will be maintained and managed for biodiversity in line with Fingal County Council policy. 

• Issues around standing water in the ditch will be dealt with at detailed design stage. Any actions which would drain 
the ditch or alter the pre-existing hydrology will not be considered if it is advised that this would be detrimental to 
the hedgerow. In this instance, other measures will be pursued which limit access to the ditch, subject to detailed 
design, funding and planning permission.  

 

4.7.3 Recommendations 
With respect to the above submissions no changes are recommended. 
 

4.8 THEME 8: LINKED PLAY TRAIL    
Submissions received under this theme heading – 10 
FIN-C378-3, FIN-C378-29, FIN-C378-31, FIN-C378-42, FIN-C378-51, FIN-C378-52, FIN-C378-59, FIN-C378-67, FIN-C378-
68, FIN-C378-74 
 

4.8.1 Summary of comments 
• Great idea, would like to see this implemented. 

• Safety concerns about standing water in the ditch need to be considered. 

• The play area is too big, not enough open space left in the park. 

• Trees proposed for felling or other found items should be re-used in the play space. 

• A centrally located playground would be more suitable for the park. 

• This playspace needs to be bigger. 
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4.8.2 Responses  
The above comments are noted and some of the comments have been responded to in section 4.1.2 and under other theme 
headings.  
 

4.8.3 Recommendations.  
With respect to the above submissions and taking into account responses in other sections of this document, no changes 
are recommended.  
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5 APPENDIX A – GENERAL COMMENTS 

Comments arranged most recurring to least recurring. 
The park should be provided with CCTV 15 
the football pitch should be provided with drainage 15 
A skate park should be considered, there is no such facility in the area 5 
The Park should be named Meakstown Park so that it represents the wider community 5 
The park is known as Lanesborough Park and should remain known by this name 5 
The park should have a designated closing time 4 
The park should be provided with a Park Warden 4 
All-weather sports facilities should be considered 4 
The park and community centre developments should be combined into a single project 4 
Road safety around the park needs to be considered 3 
Funding for the park, including funding for ongoing maintenance should be put on public record 2 
The park needs more bins 2 
The historic hedgerow should be cut down and the ditch filled in 2 
The park should be provided with lighting (primarily across the main central path) 2 
The location of the playground is inappropriate and will disturb nearby Residents 2 
The park needs more bins and benches 2 
The method for public consultation is inadequate and excludes main people from submitting comments 2 

More play provision is required for teenagers 2 
The proposed timeline for delivery of the park must be brought forward 2 
the park should continue to facilitate the playing of cricket 2 
The park designs do not give sufficient consideration to the needs of older users and those with disabilities 2 

The current regime of rubbish collection in the park is inaccurate 2 
The park is too small to accommodate the Community Centre and will encourage anti-social behaviour 2 

The park needs bins with separate compartments for recycling 2 
The existing road infrastructure around the park is inadequate to support increased visitor numbers 1 
The proposed design places a stronger emphasis on biodiversity than the needs of park users 1 
The park should retain the flexibility that open space can be used for events 1 
How will the park be maintained 1 
We believe the adventure playground equipment provision should be reviewed 1 
The idea of an adventure play area and zipline is a welcome addition for older children 1 
The park should have a designated closing time  1 
The location of the Community Centre and Community Garden should be swapped for easier/safer access 
and ease of parking 

1 

The playground is not inclusive enough for users of differing abilities and wheelchair access 1 
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the location of the community centre is inappropriate, it should be located behind the chipper pharmacy 
area away from the fast bend 

1 

The park should have more benches 1 
The location of the community centre is inappropriate, it should be located centrally in the park to avoid 
disturbance of adjoining residents 

1 

Consideration should be given to stop cars blocking the cycle paths and footpaths around the park 
perimeter 

1 

The location of the playground is inappropriate  1 
The park should facilitate users with special needs 1 
Provision should be made for additional car parking around the park 1 
The park should incorporate a teen hangout space in an area that benefits from passive surveillance 1 
Public toilets must be provided 1 
The play area is not big enough 1 
The number of areas in which to congregate will lead to anti-social behaviour 1 
The playground should include sensory play equipment 1 
Lanesborough park is not the place for a zipline 1 
The provision of all-weather sports facilities should be considered 1 
The park design does not address issues around nuisance parking on nearby residential roads 1 
The tiered seating element is a good idea 1 
The park design does not give enough consideration to users with disabilities 1 
Children in the area needed to be educated about littering 1 
Some park benches could be built into mounds or ringed around trees 1 
The dog off-leash area is too small  1 
Wider perimeter paths are welcome 1 
The park should continue to facilitate the playing of cricket  1 
A dog off-leash area is dangerous for park users 1 
A park logo is a good idea 1 
the park should be provided with CCTV 1 
The park should have a fenced dog off-leash area 1 
The park needs an improved maintenance plan 1 
The park should not be provided with lighting as it will encourage out of hours use 1 
Consideration should be given to the perimeter pathway and dividing into cycle and walking paths 1 
The plan is poor quality and would never be presented to the residents of Swords or Portmarnock 1 
The community centre car park will be used by commuters, crowding out park users 1 
The playground is a great proposal 1 
the community centre should not be located in the park 1 
the playground should be as inclusive as possible 1 
The park needs more facilities for older children 1 
The playground will encourage young people to congregate there and will lead to anti-social behaviour 1 
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The park perimeter should be laid out for running and active pursuits 1 
Additional planting should include fruit trees to develop the idea of urban food forests 1 
The park plan is generic 1 
The seating provision shown in the plan is an improvement 1 
the community centre should not be located in the park and will lead to anti-social behaviour 1 
The terraced seating should be omitted as it will encourage anti-social behaviour 1 
Many in the community have severe concerns about the location of the community centre, the park is too 
small to accommodate this 

1 

There is an opportunity for the pitch to be associated with a GAA/soccer club  1 
the park should be provided with all-weather sports facilities 1 
The hedgerow ditch should be retained as it supports wildlife, though it should be cleaned up 1 
the park should be provided with all-weather sports facilities 1 
The park is too small for the facilities suggested 1 

 

5.1 GENERAL COMMENTS CATEGORISED 
 

Park Security 
 

The park should be provided with lighting 17 

The park should be provided with CCTV 15 

The park should be provided with lighting (primarily across the main central path) 2 

the park should be provided with CCTV 1 

The park should not be provided with lighting as it will encourage out of hours use 1 

The park should be provided with a Park Warden 4 

Community Centre 
 

The park and community centre developments should be combined into a single project 4 

The park is too small to accommodate the Community Centre and will encourage anti-social behaviour 2 

The location of the Community Centre and Community Garden should be swapped for easier/safer access 
and ease of parking 

1 

the location of the community centre is inappropriate, it should be located behind the chipper pharmacy area 
away from the fast bend 

1 

The location of the community centre is inappropriate, it should be located centrally in the park to avoid 
disturbance of adjoining residents 

1 

The community centre car park will be used by commuters, crowding out park users 1 

the community centre should not be located in the park 1 

the community centre should not be located in the park and will lead to anti-social behaviour 1 

Many in the community have severe concerns about the location of the community centre, the park is too 
small to accommodate this 

1 

Accessibility 
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The park designs do not give sufficient consideration to the needs of older users and those with disabilities 2 

The park design does not give enough consideration to users with disabilities 1 

The park should facilitate users with special needs 1 

The playground is not inclusive enough for users of differing abilities and wheelchair access 1 

Playground 
 

The location of the playground is inappropriate and will disturb nearby Residents 2 

More play provision is required for teenagers 2 

We believe the adventure playground equipment provision should be reviewed 1 

The idea of an adventure play area and zipline is a welcome addition for older children 1 

The playground is not inclusive enough for users of differing abilities and wheelchair access 1 

The location of the playground is inappropriate  1 

The play area is not big enough 1 

The playground should include sensory play equipment 1 

The park should continue to facilitate the playing of cricket  1 

The playground is a great proposal 1 

the playground should be as inclusive as possible 1 

The playground will encourage young people to congregate there and will lead to anti-social behaviour 1 

The park should incorporate a teen hangout space in an area that benefits from passive surveillance 1 

Lanesborough park is not the place for a zipline 1 

Roads and Parking 
 

Road safety around the park needs to be considered 3 

The existing road infrastructure around the park is inadequate to support increased visitor numbers 1 

The park design does not address issues around nuisance parking on nearby residential roads 1 

Consideration should be given to stop cars blocking the cycle paths and footpaths around the park perimeter 1 

Provision should be made for additional car parking around the park 1 

The community centre car park will be used by commuters, crowding out park users 1 

All-Weather Sports Facilities    
 

All-weather sports facilities should be considered 4 

The provision of all-weather sports facilities should be considered 3 

Park Facilities & Maintenance 
 

The park needs more bins 2 

The park needs more bins and benches 2 

The park needs bins with separate compartments for recycling 2 

Children in the area needed to be educated about littering 1 

Public toilets must be provided 1 

Funding for the park, including funding for ongoing maintenance should be put on public record 2 

How will the park be maintained 1 
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The park needs an improved maintenance plan 1 

The tiered seating element is a good idea 1 

The seating provision shown in the plan is an improvement 1 

The terraced seating should be omitted as it will encourage anti-social behaviour 1 

The should have more benches 1 

Some park benches could be built into mounds or ringed around trees 1 

The current regime of rubbish collection in the park is ineffective 2 

Field Sports 
 

the park should continue to facilitate the playing of cricket 2 

The park should continue to facilitate the playing of cricket  1 

There is an opportunity for the pitch to be associated with a GAA/soccer club  1 

Hedgerow & Biodiversity 
 

The historic hedgerow should be cut down and the ditch filled in 2 

The hedgerow ditch should be retained as it supports wildlife, though it should be cleaned up 1 

The proposed design places a stronger emphasis on biodiversity than the needs of park users 1 

Additional planting should include fruit trees to develop the idea of urban food forests 1 

Park Name 
 

The park is known as Lanesborough Park and should remain known by this name 5 

The Park should be named Meakstown Park so that it represents the wider community 5 

Perimeter Path 
 

Wider perimeter paths are welcome 1 

Consideration should be given to the perimeter pathway and dividing into cycle and walking paths 1 

The park perimeter should be laid out for running and active pursuits 1 
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