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Rezoning of Green Belt Land

Malahide Portmarnock Educate Together National School have been looking for a suitable site for its new school

for 10 years. Despite this, and the increasing population and housing developments in the area, there is no site

identi ed on the Draft Fingal County Development Plan 2023-2029 for a new school.

This directly contravenes Objectives CSO28, CIOSO15, CIOSO16, CIOSO17 and Policies CIOSP3, CIOSP7 in the Fingal

County Development Plan 2023-2029.

The word "schools" appears in the Fingal Development Plan 148 times, hence showing the importance of education

in the Fingal region.

In addition to this, as part of the Development Plan, it states;

Fingal County Council have also stated that;

Section 14.9.1 states that development of over 100 residential units shall demonstrate the need for additional

infrastructure, including schools. Despite the continued development in the area, especially o  the Back Road, no

school site has been identi ed.
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Draft Fingal County Development Plan 2023-2029

That schools’ provision should be an integral part of the evolution of compact sustainable urban development

and the development of sustainable communities.
•

The provision of any new schools (both primary and post-primary) should be driven by and emerge from an

integrated approach between the planning functions of Planning Authorities and the Department of Education

and Science; and

•

Local Authorities, as Planning Authorities, will support and assist the Department in ensuring the timely

provision of school sites
•

“While the provision of new schools is the responsibility of the Department of Education, Fingal County

Council has and will continue to work collaboratively with the Department and with the Department of

Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science in relation to the identi cation of suitable

sites for the delivery of new and expanded educational facilities in Fingal.”

•
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Documents Attached: Níl

Teorainneacha Gafa ar an léarscáil: Níl

We request the rezoning of the site in Broom eld, Malahide on which the Department of Education submitted a

planning application for a new 16 classroom school, from a Green Belt to a Community Infrastructural site.

Cycle lanes for access to schools

Where possible all primary and secondary schools should be connected to cyclelanes to allow students to safely

travel to and from schools by bike.

Importance of support for Education/Schools etc

As mentioned in the report Fingal has a very young population, I think it should explicitly be called out in the

development plan that the council will support provision of su cient primary and secondary school places and for

child care for the residents of Fingal. In Malahide/Portmarnock there are fewer places available than applications

for secondary schools and this uncertainty has a major impact on quality of life. This is in line with "NPF -  10.

Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services National Strategic Outcomes". With regard to

MPETNS the plan should ensure either (a) support for the broom eld site, (b) support for infrastructure measures

to make the broom eld site more suitable of (c) supporting the DE in the provision of a suitable permanent

location within the Malahide/Portmarnock educational area.
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