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Introduction

The information in this report forms part of, and should be read in conjunction with the documentation
accompanying the puplic planning notice for a proposed Cemetery and including access road from an
extension of the east west distributor road / Diswellstown Road in Kellystown, Dublin 15.
This report which contains information required for the competent authority (in this instanceFingal
County Council) to undertake a screening exercise for Appropriate Assessment (AA), was prepared by
Scott Cawley Ltd. on behalf of the applicant. It provides information on and assesses the potential for
the proposed development to significantly affect Natura 2000 sites (hereafter “European Sites”1).
It is necessary that the proposal has regard to Article 6 of the Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May
1992 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter “the
Habitats Directive”). This istransposed in Ireland primarily by the European Communities (Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477/2011)(hereafter the Birds and Habitats Regulations)
and Section 177U of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act, 2010 as amended.
An AA is required if likely significant effects on European Sites arising from a proposed development
cannot be ruled out at the screening stage, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects.
It is the responsibility of the competent authority to make a decision as to whether or not the proposed
development is likely to have significant effects on European Sites, either individually or in combination
with other plans or projects. In accordance with the legislation and national guidance, the competent
authority issues an AA Screening Determination which will set out their decision and the reasons for it.
Following the preparation of this screening statement it may be objectively concluded that there is no
likelihood of any significant effects on any European Sites arising from the proposed development, either
alone or in combination with other plans or projects. Therefore it is our view that an Appropriate
Assessment is not required in this instance. The information in the tables below provide a summary of
the information gathered for this screening exercise and the conclusions made.
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Methodology

This Screening Statement for Appropriate Assessment was prepared with regard to the following
guidance documents, where relevant:


Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities.
(Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 revision).



Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning
Authorities.Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10.



Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological
Guidance on the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (European
Commission Environment Directorate-General, 2001); hereafter referred to as the EC Article 6
Guidance Document. The guidance within this document provides a non-mandatory
methodology for carrying out assessments required under Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats
Directive.

1Natura

2000 sites are defined under the Habitats Directive (Article 3) as a European ecological network of special areas of
conservation composed of sites hosting the natural habitat types listed in Annex I and habitats of the species listed in Annex II.
The aim of the network is to aid the long-term survival of Europe's most valuable and threatened species and habitats. In
Ireland these sites are designed asEuropean Sites - defined under the Planning Acts and/or Birds and Habitats Regulations as
(a) a candidate site of Community importance, (b) a site of Community importance, (c) a candidate special area of conservation,
(d) a special area of conservation, (e) a candidate special protection area, or (f) a special protection area. They are commonly
referred to in Ireland as candidate Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs).
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Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat’s Directive 92/43/EEC (EC
Environment Directorate-General, updated April 2015); hereafter referred to as MN2000.



Guidance Document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC. Clarification of the
Concepts of Alternative Solutions, Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest,
Compensatory Measures, Overall Coherence.Opinion of the European Commission (European
Commission, January 2007).



Guidelines for Good Practice Appropriate Assessment of Plans under Article 6(3) Habitats
Directive. Findings of an international workshop on Appropriate Assessment in Oxford,
December 20092.



Communication from the Commission on the precautionary principle. European Commission
(2000).

The above referenced guidance sets out a staged process for carrying out Appropriate Assessment. To
determine if Appropriate Assessment is required, documented screening is required. Screening
identifies the likely effects on European Sites, if any, which would arise from a proposed plan or project,
either alone or in combination with other plans and projects.
If the conclusions at the end of screening are that there is no likelihood of significant effects occurring
on any European Sites, as a result of the proposed plan or project, either alone or in combination with
other plans and projects, then there would be no requirement to undertake Appropriate Assessment.
However, even if screening makes a finding of no significant effects, and therefore concludes that
Appropriate Assessment is not required, these findings must be clearly documented in order to provide
transparency of decision-making, and to ensure the application of the ‘precautionary principle’3.
Screening for Appropriate Assessment involves the following:
 Determining whether a project or plan is directly connected with or necessary to the
conservation management of any European Sites4;
 Describing the details of the project/plan proposals and other plans or projects that may
cumulatively affect any European Sites(see Table 1);
 Describing the characteristics ofrelevant European Sites(Table 2); and,
 Assessing the likelihood and significance of effects on relevant European Sites(see Table 2).
The information that was collected to allow the competent authority to screen the proposal was based
on a desktop study carried out on18th April2016.Information relied upon included the following
information sources, which included maps, ecological and water quality data:
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Ordnance Survey of Ireland mapping and aerial photography available from www.osi.ie;



Online data available on European Sitesas held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) from www.npws.ie;



Information on land-use zoning from the online mapping of the Department of the
Environment, Community and Local Governmenthttp://www.myplan.ie/en/index.html;



Information on water quality in the area available from www.epa.ie;



Information on the EasternRiver Basin District from www.wfdireland.ie;

Available online at http://www.levett-therivel.co.uk/AAguidelines.htmAccessed October 2015
One of the primary foundations of the precautionary principle, and globally accepted definitions, results from the work of the
Rio Declaration. Principle #15 declaration notes:
"In order to protect the environment, the precautionary approach shall be widely applied by States according to their
capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty shall not be used as a
reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation."
4 In this instance the proposed development is not directly connected with or necessary to the conservation management of
any European Sites.
Proposed Cemetery,
2
Provision of Information for
Kellystown, Dublin 15
Appropriate Assessment Screening
3



Information on soils, geology and hydrogeology in the area available from www.gsi.ie;



Information on the location, nature and design of the proposed development supplied by the
applicant’s design team;



Information on the status of EU protected habitats and species in Ireland(National Parks &
Wildlife Service, 2013a & 2013b);



Information on the conservation status of birds in Ireland(Colhoun& Cummins, 2014).

The following planning and policy documents were relevant to the subject lands, in particular with
regard to the assessment of other plans and projects with potential for cumulative effects:
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National Biodiversity Plan 2011 – 2016(Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 2011);



Fingal Biodiversity Action Plan 2010-2015 (Fingal County Council, 2010);



Fingal Development Plan 2011-2017 (Fingal County Council, 2011);



Draft Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023 (Fingal County Council, unpublished5); and,



Eastern River Basin District, River Basin Management Plan 2009-2015.

Available from Fingal County Council www.fingal.ie/planning-and-buildings/development-plans-and-consultations Accessed
18/04/16
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Table 1

Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment

Brief Site Description

The site (c.3.5 hectares) is located off the R121 (extension of Porterstown Road), and consists of a greenfield site, currently in agricultural use
(Grid Reference O 05628 37329). A site visit was conducted by Colm Clarke BA, MSc. on 26th April 2016 whereby a survey of flora and fauna
survey was conducted. The site consists almost entirely of improved grassland, with hedge and treelines forming the southern and western
boundaries, and wooden fences along the western boundary and part of the northern boundary. A ditch also runs alongside the western
boundary. Most of the northern boundary of the site is not clearly defined by any physical feature, although it follows existing overhead lines.
The subject lands are located at the edge of the Dublin urban area, with Luttrellstown Golf Course south of the R121, and areas of farmland
bordering the subject lands to the north and west. A farmhouse exists immediately east of the subject lands. The character of the locality
transitions to suburban housing 300m to the east. Within the Fingal County Development Plan 2011-2017 the land is zoned as OS with a
planning objective “Preserve and provide for open space and recreational amenities”. The requirement for a burial ground in Kellystown has
been included within the Development plan under Local Objective 617 “Provide for a burial ground within the Kellystown area. This site is to be
identified in the future Kellystown area plan6.”

Features of the Surrounding
Environment

The desktop study found no records of any species or habitats for which European Sites listed in Table 2 are designated within the subject lands
or environs. Furthermore, no records of any species or habitats for which these European Sites are designated were found within 2km of the
proposed development site7.
The proposed development site is located within the Liffey and Dublin Bay catchment area. According to the EPA Envision Map Viewer, there
are no rivers on the site, although two dry drains are present along the boundaries, and are likely to carry storm water flows south towards
Luttrellstown Golf Course. The nearest known river is the Rusk River, which is located 450m southwest of the subject lands at its nearest point,
west of Luttrellstown Golf Course. An artificial lake within the Luttrellstown Golf Course is the closest surface waterbody, located c. 200m from
the proposal at its closest point. An outlet from this lake discharge to the Rusk River a further 200m downstream. The Rusk River runs joins
the River Liffey The Water Framework Directive status 2010-2012 for the Rusk River is ‘Unassigned’. There are no monitoring stations
downstream of the subject lands on the River Rusk. The closest downstream monitoring station is on the River Liffey atChapelizod Bridge
(Glenaulin Park), which had ‘Poor’ status between 2004 and 2014. The Rusk waterbody has been assigned a WFD risk status of ‘At risk of not
achieving good status’8The River Liffey discharges into Dublin Bay (WFD status – ‘Good’) via the Liffey Estuary Upper (WFD status –
‘Moderate’)and Liffey Estuary Lower (WFD status ‘Good’) transitional waterbodies.
A series of site investigation works, which included trial pits and borehole drills, were undertaken at the proposed development site to assess
current hydrogeological conditions. The subject lands are underlain by firm to stiff sandy gravelly boulder clay between 2.2m to 5.2m thickness.

6

As of 25th April 2016, a Local Area Plan (LAP) has not been adopted for Kellystown
to NBDC online data www.biodiversity.ie accessed 18th April 2016. This excludes NBDC records with a resolution greater than 1km2.
8 According to EPA envision mapviewer gis.epa.ie/Envision accessed 18 th April 2016
7According
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Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment
Bedrock was encountered at a minimum depth of 1.2m to a maximum of 3.4m while groundwater was encountered between 2m and 4m
depth. The groundwater was identified as flowing in an east-west direction (Geosyntec 2016).
The groundwater body at the proposed development site is within the ‘Dublin’groundwaterbody and is described as ‘Poorly productive bedrock’
and is ‘Expected to achieve good status’.According to the GSI Map Viewer, the level of vulnerability to groundwater contamination from human
activities in the immediate area is deemed to be ‘High’ to ‘Extreme’. The bedrock formation on site is the Tober Colleen formation which is
composed of ‘Calcareous shale, limestone conglomerate’. It is also described as ‘Poor aquifer – Bedrock which is generally unproductive except
for local zones’.
Foul effluent from the caretakers building and public toilets will be disposed of via an onsite waste water treatment system discharging to a
percolation area within the boundary of the site. The percolation area is proposed to be sited directly north of the caretaker building in a grass
landscaped area.
Surface water from the development will be designed and constructed in accordance with the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study and
Fingal County Council requirements. Surface waters will be disposed of through the following approach;


Access roads with drain through a conventional road gullies and piped network.



The car park spaces will be surfaced with Type C Permeable Pavement SUDS solution in accordance with the SUDS manual. The subbase
material will treat the surface water satisfactorily removing any hydrocarbons that maybe present in the surface waters.



The cemetery hearse access roads/paths will drain through a Type C Permeable Pavement solution in accordance with the SUDS
manual.



Waters will be conveyed through a piped network and the flow will be controlled to Greenfield site rates by means of a flow control
device and a long term storage/attenuation area. The attenuation area will be located west of the cemetery within the site boundary
and discharge to an existing ditch watercourse along the western boundary.

According to the EPA Envision Map Viewer Dublin Bay’s coastal waters are “Unpolluted”. Under the “Trophic Status Assessment Scheme”
classification of the EPA, “Unpolluted” means there have been no breaches of the EPA’s threshold values for nutrient enrichment, accelerated
plant growth, or disturbance of the level of dissolved oxygen normally present (EPA, 2015).The most recent available water quality data for the
Irish Sea indicates it is ‘Unpolluted’.
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Table 1

Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment
The OPW’s Flood Risk Maps indicate that the site lies outside of areas of fluvial flood risk9.

Description of Proposed
Development

Fingal County Council intends to publish a planning notice to develop a cemetery on a greenfield site of c. 3.5 hectares located off the R121
(extension of Porterstown Road) in Kellystown, Dublin 15. Full details of the proposal are provided in the applicant’s planning documentation.
In brief, the proposed development will consist of:


A cemetery with capacity for approx. 3075 burial plots, 500 memorial plots and 500 columbarium niches to be undertaken on a phased
basis, with the first phase providing approx. 500 burial plots;



An extension of the Diswellstown Road including street lighting and new access road to the site



A public car park with capacity for approximately 100 cars;



A small office and site services building including toilets; and,



All associated site development works such as footpaths, concrete plinths, bin shelters, site landscaping and boundary walls.

The proposed development will have an estimated peak P.E. (Population Equivalent) of 50 during times of funerals and blessing events. Foul
effluent generated from the proposed development will be disposed of through an onsite waste water treatment system and percolation area.
A road gullies and permeable pavement is proposed throughout the site to ensure adequate drainage. Surface water on site will discharge to
the existing ditch/watercourse located on the western boundary, which will ultimately discharge into the River Liffey and onto Dublin Bay.
The proposed surface water drainage system will incorporate a number of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in order to increase the
environmental quality of surface water being discharged from the site. SuDS systems to be incorporated into the development will include: See
Bullet points above
Other existing or proposed
plans or projects nearby
which may lead to
cumulative effects on
European Sites.

Existing habitat loss pressures
The subject lands do not physically overlap with any European Sites. The nearest European Site is more than 5km away. The site lies within a
rural setting on the edge of the Dublin urban area, and is dominated by improved agricultural grassland and hedgerows,neither of which are
habitats listed under Annex I of the Habitats Directive. These habitats are not indirectly connected with any habitats within European Sites (e.g.
by groundwater). No mobile fauna species for which European Sitesare designated are known (or are likely) to use the habitats within the
subject lands. There is therefore no potential for cumulative effects relating to habitat loss.
Existing pressures on water quality within European Sites in proximity to the site

9According

to National Flood Hazard Mapping (OPW) http://www.floods.ieAccessed 19/04/16
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Table 1

Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment
Several intertidal habitats for which European Sites in Dublin Bay are designated are failing to meet favourable conservation status. For some
of these, water pollution is considered to be a threat ranked as being of “high importance”10 (NPWS, 2013a).
Pressures on European Sites in Kildare& Dublin Bay from surface waters
There is potential for ‘in-combination’ effects of proposed plans and projects within theSouth Dublin County Development Plan 2010 – 2016,
Dublin City Development Plan 2011-2017, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Development Plan 2010-2016, Fingal Development Plan 20112017and other county level land use plans which can influence conditions in Dublin Bay via rivers and other surface water features. Dublin Bay
is of ‘Unpolluted’ water quality status and the pollutant content of future surface water discharges to the Bay is considered likely to be decreased
in the long-term. This is because it is an objective of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study, and all development plans within the
catchment of Ringsend WWTW to include Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems in new development. Together these objectives are considered
likely to reduce pressures on designated marine and intertidal species and habitats in Dublin Bay.
The site lies 5.3km from the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC which is designated for Qualifying interests which are directly associated with the
calcium rich groundwater of the site (7220 Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)*11) and indirectly associated (Vertigo snail
species, which require calcium rich habitats). According to the GSI Groundwater Data Viewer12 the subject landsare on the groundwater aquifer
and Dinantian Upper Impure Limestone bedrock formation that is also associated with this European Site. However, the subject lands lie a
significant distance down-gradient of the aforementioned site and in a separate surface water catchment, and are dominated by habitats which
are not connected with the European Site.
There are likely to be proposed developmentswithin the catchment which are considered to have the potential to produce ‘in combination’
effects to water qualitywithin the Kildare and Dublin areas. However, as the site lies a significant distance downstream of the Rye Water
Valley/Carton SAC and >17km upstream of South Dublin Bay and the River Tolka Estuary SPA, and complies with local objective 617 of the Fingal
Development Plan 2011-2017, for the provision of a burial ground in the Kellystown area, it is anticipated that the likelihood of this development
having a significant impact on any European Sites is negligible, even in combination with other developments in the surrounding area. This is
due to the location of the subject lands and the proposed SUDS (as described above in the development description) which will help to attenuate
and treat surface water runoff.
There may be a risk that construction-related contamination (e.g. through surface run-off) could flow overland into the local drainage network.
However, such overflows are deemed unlikely to result in significant effects on water quality in the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC which liesc.
8.5km upstream in a different sub-catchment, or within South Dublin Bay and the River Tolka SPA (>17km).However, Any pollution events will

10

For example, “tidal mudflats and sandflats”was of “Inadequate” conservation status. This habitat was threatened by water pollution and was a reason for designation of North Dublin Bay SAC,
and South Dublin Bay SAC. Under ‘wetlands’, the habitatwas also a Special Conservation Interest of the South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, and North Dublin Bay SPA.
11* = A priority Habitat
12http://spatial.dcenr.gov.ie/GeologicalSurvey/Groundwater/index.html Accessed 19/04/16

Proposed Cemetery,
Kellystown, Dublin 15

7

Provision of Information for
for Appropriate Assessment Screening

Table 1

Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment
only occur over a short period of time (i.e. anticipated to be c.5 months) and are likely to be infrequent (i.e. limited to storm flows). Where best
practice guidelines for construction sites have been adhered to and due to the distance of the proposed development site from European Sites,
any pollution events that occur are likely to result in small concentrations of contaminants reaching Dublin Bay following, dilution, adsorption
and mixing in the local drainage network and the Dublin Bay waters. As such, the risk of significant adverse impacts upon any of the European
Siteswithin 15km of this development is considered to be negligible.
Pressures on European Sites in Kildare and Dublin Bay from effluent
The Greater Dublin Area including the subject lands and satellite towns in counties bordering Dublin, fall within the catchment of the Ringsend
Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW). During operation, foul effluent generated from the proposed development will be carried by the
public sewerage network to the Ringsend WWTW for treatment prior to discharge to Dublin Bay.
Foul water comprising sewage and industrial effluent (and some surface water run-off) from the Dublin area has historically, and will continue
to be treated at Ringsend WWTW prior to discharge to Dublin Bay. Ringsend WWTW has historically operated at or above capacity, with a
contributing residential population in the order of 1.1 million and a total load (including non-domestic load) of 1.7 million P.E. on average, with
significant fluctuations from day to day. There has been a sizeable decline in annual loading in recent years in line with the economic downturn
which has offset most of the earlier overloading 13.
In 2013 the plant was non-compliant with several parameters as set under the EPA discharge licence. Any existing or proposed projects
discharging to the plant have the potential to act cumulatively to reduce water quality in Dublin Bay, affecting European Sites therein. Despite
Ringsend WWTW historically operating at or above capacity, no significant effects from discharge arising from the proposed development are
predicted due to the following:




There was no proven link between WWTW discharges and nutrient enrichment of sediments in Dublin Bay based on analyses of
dissolved and particulate Nitrogen signatures (Wilson and Jackson, 2011);
Enriched water entering Dublin Bay has been shown to rapidly mix and become diluted such that the plume is often
indistinguishable from the rest of bay water (O'Higgins and Wilson, 2005); and,
A commitment by Irish Water to upgrade the plant to meet EU standards and expand the facility to deal with the equivalent of
450,000 people’s waste (i.e. the equivalent expansion as previously planned by Dublin City Council).

Pressures on European Sites from Groundwaters
The burial of corpses in cemeteries, and their subsequent degradation may potentially cause pollution of groundwater. Pollutants that are
derived from human corpses are found as dissolved and gaseous organic compounds and dissolved nitrogenous forms (particularly ammoniacal
13

According to Irish Water, North Lotts and Grand Canal Docks SDZ Oral Hearing Evidence, 24th February 2014 and other media coverage.
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Overview of the Proposed Development and its Receiving Environment
nitrogen) (Environment Agency, 2004).A thick stiff boulder clay, which represents a natural layer of protection to the underlying bedrock
aquifer, lies between the base of the planned burial plots and the regional water table (Geosyntec 2016). Nonetheless, there is potential for
leachate from burial plots to enter the water table, where it is expected to migrate in a southwesterly direction towards the artificial lake within
the grounds of Luttrellstown Golf Course. It is considered unlikely that leachate will migrate further southwest (Geosyntec 2016).Following
from this there are considered to be no significant effects on European Sites arising from groundwater discharge associated with the proposal
due to the following:


The distance between the proposal and the closest European Site (Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC);



Modelling of groundwater movement from the proposal predicts that it will migrate in a southwesterly direction towards the artificial
waterbody in Luttrellstown Golf Course;



Enriched water entering Dublin Bay has been shown to rapidly mix and become diluted such that the plume is often indistinguishable
from the rest of bay water (O'Higgins and Wilson, 2005).

Conclusion for potential in-combination effects from surface and/or foul waters
It is our professional opinion that there will be no likelihood of significant effects on any European Sites during the construction or operation of
the proposed development, in combination with other plans or projects. This judgement was reached on the basis that:
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The Rye Water/Carton SAC is located ups-gradient of the subject lands and in a different sub-catchment;
The coastal waters in Dublin Bay are classed as ‘Unpolluted’ by the EPA;
It is an objective of all development plans within the catchment of Ringsend WWTW to include Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems for all new development;
It is an aim of Fingal County Council (as outlined in the Fingal County Development Plan 2011 - 2017) to ensure the implementation
of Sustainable Urban Drainage Networks (SUDS) and compliance with the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (GDSDS) for all
new development;
In the unlikely event of a pollution event during construction, this would not be of such a magnitude that it would have a significant
adverse effect on water quality in Dublin Bay;
Pollution resulting from leachate from burial plots is not considered to be of such a magnitude that it would have a significant
adverse effect on water quality in Dublin Bay and or on the Rye Water/Carton SAC;
There has been a sizeable decline in annual loading of Ringsend WWTW in recent years due to the economic downturn which has
offset the problem of overloading;
There is a commitment by Irish Water to upgrade the plant to meet EU standards and expand the facility to deal with the equivalent
of 450,000 people’s waste (i.e. the equivalent expansion as previously planned by Dublin City Council). This is likely to maintain
the “Unpolluted” water quality status of coastal waters despite potential pressures from future development;
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There was no proven link between WWTW discharges and nutrient enrichment of sediments in Dublin Bay based on analyses of
dissolved and particulate Nitrogen signatures (Wilson and Jackson, 2011); and,
Enriched water entering Dublin bay has been shown to rapidly mix and become diluted such that the plume is often
indistinguishable from the rest of the bay water (O'Higgins and Wilson, 2005).
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European Sites within 1km, 5km and 15km of the proposed development site are shown in Figure 1 overleaf.

Table 2

Analysis of European Sites within 15km.

Site name and code

Distance from
Proposed
Development
(approximate)

Reasons for designation14 (*= Priority Habitat)
(Sourced from NPWS online Conservation Objectives Generic Version
4.0 for SACs and 4.0 for SPAs, unless otherwise stated).

Relevant source-pathway-receptor links between
proposed development and European Site?
No sites are “Relevant” to the Proposed Development.
(European Sites are “Relevant” where a relevant source-pathwayreceptor link15 exists).

Special Areas of Conservation
Rye Valley/Carton
SAC

Glenasmole Valley
SAC

Located c.
5.3km west of
the proposed
development
site

Located c.
13.3km south
of the
proposed
development
site

Conservation Objectives Version 4.0 (13/02/15)
Annex I Habitats:


Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220]

Annex II Species:


Narrow-mouthedWhorlSnailVertigo angustior[1014]



Desmoulin'sWhorlSnailVertigo moulinsiana [1016]

Conservation Objectives Version 4.0 (13/02/15)
Annex I Habitats :


This SAC site liesc.5.3km from the subject lands.
Itlies up-gradient of and is within a separate river
sub basin16 to the subject lands. Leachate from the
burial plots is not considered to be of such
magnitude to have a significant effect on the water
quality within the European Site. Therefore it is
deemed unlikely that the proposals would impact
upon this SAC in any way.
No as there is no direct connectivity between the
subject lands and the European Site.

Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on
calcareoussubstrates (FestucoBrometalia) (*important orchid
sites)* [6210]

14

“Qualifying Interests” for SACs and “Special Conservation Interests” for SPAs based on Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) relevant Statutory Instruments for each SPA, and
NPWS Conservation Objectives for SACs downloaded from www.npws.ie in April 2016.
15For significant effects to arise, there must be a risk enabled by having a 'source' (e.g. construction works at a proposed development site), a 'receptor' (e.g. a SAC), and a pathway between the
source and the receptor (e.g. a watercourse connecting a proposed development site to a SAC). The identification of a pathway does not automatically mean significant effects will arise. The
likelihood for significant effects will depend upon the characteristics of the source (e.g. duration of construction works), the characteristics of the pathway (e.g. water quality status of watercourse
receiving run-off from construction) and the characteristics of the receptor (e.g. the ecology including conservation status of the SACreason for designation). When expert judgment determines,
that significant effects are likely to arise, both the pathway, and the European Site are considered “Relevant”, and an Appropriate Assessment is triggered.
16 According to the EPA Envision Mapviewer gis.epa.ie Accessed on 25 th April 2016
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Table 2

Analysis of European Sites within 15km.

South Dublin Bay
SAC (000210)

Located c.13km
south east of
the proposed
development
site



Moliniameadows on calcareous,
ladensoils(Molinioncaeruleae) [6410]



*Petrifyingspringswithtufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220]

peaty

or

clayey-silt-

Conservation Objectives Version 1.0 (22/08/13)
Annex I Habitats:

No, for the same reason set out under Glenasmole
Valley SAC.

 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]

Special Protection Areas (SPA)
South Dublin Bay
and River Tolka
Estuary (004024)

Located c.
12.4km
easteast of the
proposed
development
site

Conservation Objectives Version 1.0 (09/03/15)


Light-bellied Brent Goose (Brantaberniclahrota) [A046] [wintering]



Oystercatcher (Haematopusostralegus) [A130] [wintering]



Ringed Plover (Charadriushiaticula) [A137] [wintering]



Grey Plover (Pluvialissquatarola) [A140] [wintering]



Knot (Calidriscanutus) [A143] [wintering]



Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] [wintering]



Dunlin (Calidrisalpina) [A149] [wintering]



Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosalapponica) [A157] [wintering]



Redshank (Tringatotanus) [A162] [wintering]



Black-headed Gull (Croicocephalusridibundus) [A179] [wintering]



Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) [A192] [passage]



Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193] [breeding]



Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] [passage]

No for the same reasons set out under South Dublin
Bay SAC above.
There is no risk of noise or other disturbance
impacts to Special Conservation Interest bird
species given the relatively small scale and
temporary nature of construction works associated
with the proposed development and the significant
distance between the proposed development and
the European Site.

 Wetlands &Waterbirds [A999]
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Figure 1. All European Sites within 15km of the site
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Conclusions of the Screening Assessment

Following an examination, analysis and evaluation of the relevant information including, in particular,
the nature of the proposed development and the potential relationship between the proposed
development and relevant European Sites and, applying the precautionary principle, it is the
professional opinion of the authors of this report that there will be no likelihood of significant effects on
any European Sites, arising either from the proposed development alone or in combination with other
plans or projects. Therefore it is our view that an Appropriate Assessment is not required.
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