
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Where is the N3 M50 to Clonee project located?  
The project is located along the N3 corridor from Junction 2 (Snugborough) to West of 

Junction 4b (Clonee). The project is predominantly located within the County of Fingal, with a 

short section extending into County Meath 
  

2. What is the project & what is happening now?  

Fingal County Council, in partnership with Meath County Council and Transport Infrastructure 

Ireland (TII), is proposing to develop a bus priority and active travel scheme along the N3 

between the M50 and Clonee. The project aims to support efficient public transport along the 

route, while also improving safety and accessibility for people walking and cycling. It is 

currently at Phase 2 (Options Selection), and a public consultation is taking place on the 

emerging preferred option. The proposal includes using the existing hard shoulders for bus 

priority, changes to junctions and road layouts as well as a new outbound exit at Junction 4b 

(Clonee). Two new pedestrian and cyclist bridges are also being proposed to provide safe 

active travel over the N3. Further details will be developed in the next phase. 

  

3. What is meant by bus priority measures on the hard shoulders? 
Bus priority on the hard shoulder means that buses will be allowed to use the hard shoulder 

when traffic on the main road is very busy. This would usually happen during morning and 

evening peak traffic times. When traffic is flowing normally, buses will stay in the main traffic 

lanes and the hard shoulder will continue to serve its normal purpose. 

 

4. What is the timeline?  

The project is advancing through Phase 2 (Option Selection). Phase 3 (Design and 

Environmental Evaluation) will progress in 2026 and 2027, following which a planning 

application will be made. Construction will follow thereafter, subject to planning approvals 

and securing of the necessary funding.  

 

5. What happens next? 
After this consultation, the Options Selection process will be completed and the Preferred 

Option will be published later this year. The project will then progress to Phase 3 (Design and 

Environmental Evaluation). 

 

6. How does the project support sustainable transport and active travel? 
Allowing buses to use the hard shoulder during peak-time congestion supports more 

sustainable transport by making public transport more efficient and reliable, aiming to reduce 

dependency on private cars along the route.  The project also includes improvements at key 

junctions to make walking and cycling safer and easier, in line with national, local cycling and 

pedestrian plans.  Along with two proposed active travel bridges over the N3, these measures 

will improve connections and encourage more active travel in the area. 

 
 
 
 



7. Does the scheme propose to change existing junctions? 

Yes, a number of junction changes are proposed along the route. At Junction 4b west of 

Clonee, a new outbound exit is proposed to reduce through‑traffic from Clonee village, 

connecting directly to the R147. The existing roundabouts at this junction will be replaced 

with signalised junctions to provide improved walking and cycling facilities, which will be 

developed further in the next phase. 
 

At Junction 4a Littlepace, the existing signalised junctions will also be modified to allow for 

enhanced walking and cycling facilities. 
 

Between Junction 4b and Junction 3a Damastown, changes are proposed to the inbound 

merge and exit arrangements, including a new segregated parallel service road. This will allow 

continuous bus priority on the hard shoulder and improve traffic safety and efficiency by 

reducing weaving movements. 
 

At Junction 3 Mulhuddart, the two inbound merges will be combined into a single merge, 

again supporting continuous bus priority and improving safety on the N3. 

 

8. Does the scheme integrate with other proposals, e.g. Fingal County Council and Meath 

County Council active travel schemes and BusConnects Core Bus Corridor scheme?  

This scheme is designed to complement existing and planned bus and active travel 

improvements in the area by BusConnects, Fingal County Council and Meath County Council. 

It aligns with the wider regional transport strategy to ensure that new walking and cycling 

facilities connect effectively with other proposed infrastructure, offering an integrated 

network rather than a standalone solution 

 

9. How will the scheme affect general traffic?  

Since the scheme is repurposing the existing hard shoulders rather than reallocating current 

general traffic lanes, the existing mainline lanes remain untouched and there is no delay for 

car drivers. Additionally, moving buses to the hard shoulder removes large, slower-moving 

vehicles from the main lanes, clearing the path for general traffic.  

 

10. What are the anticipated benefits of the scheme for different users?  

The scheme is aimed at benefiting bus and active travel users. Bus time journeys will be 

reduced during peak traffic times, and pedestrians and cyclists will benefit from upgraded 

junctions and new active travel bridges across the N3 at junctions 4a and 3a. 

 

11. Will any property be acquired? 

The scheme aims to minimise impacts, but any additional property acquisition, if any, will be 

identified during Phase 3 (design) of the project. 

 


