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Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Determination under Section 177U, Part XAB of 

the Planning and Development Act 2000, (as amended) for proposed Variation No. 1 of the 

Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029. 

 

 

Fingal County Council is preparing a proposed Variation to the Fingal Development Plan 2023-

2029 under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  

 

An AA Screening determination as to whether proposed Variation No. 1 to the Fingal Development 

Plan 2023-2029 is likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of European sites, alone or in-

combination with other plans and projects is being made under Section 177U, Part XAB of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000, (as amended). 

 

Proposed Variation No. 1 is to vary the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 to give effect to the 

NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025), 

introduced in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended). 

 

It is proposed to amend the text of the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 Written Statement 

and Appendices. It is also proposed to change the land use zonings of 11 no. areas as shown on 

the Fingal Development Plan Map Sheets, to amend development boundaries accordingly and to 

include new Local Objectives for 2 no. of the areas in question. It is also proposed to replace the 

Long-Term Strategic Reserve designation with a Local Area Plan designation in relation to lands at 

Dunsink on Development Plan Map Sheet 13. 

 

The reason for proposed Variation is to align the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 with 

Ministerial Guidelines published in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended). These guidelines are the NPF Implementation: Housing Growth 

Requirements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025), which were published to give effect to 

the National Planning Framework - First Revision (2025). 

 

Following an assessment of the proposed Variation No. 1 was determined that AA is required for 

the proposed Variation No. 1 to the Fingal County Development Plan 2023-2029. The principal 

reasons for this are as follows: 

 

• The proposed Variation is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of 

any European sites. 

• The proposed Variation may, on the basis of objective information, individually or in-

combination with other plans and projects, if unmitigated, have likely significant effects 

on European sites in the County, in the view of site conversation objectives and best 

scientific knowledge. 

 

The rezoning of rural, green belt and open space lands for residential use and the change in long-

term strategic reserve lands at Dunsink have the potential to generate environmental impacts 

that could be transmitted to European sites in the County and surrounding Zone of Influence. The 

proposed Variation supports the carrying out of additional residential development and 
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associated infrastructural development in the County. This development has the potential to 

result in likely significant effects on the Qualifying Interests and Special Conservation Interests of 

European sites (in the absence of mitigation) from the following: habitat loss or fragmentation; 

impacts to habitat structure; disturbance to key species; mortality to species; noise pollution; 

emissions to air, water; and/or light pollution. 

 

Considering this, it is necessary for Fingal County Council to complete an AA of the proposed 

Variation and an associated Natura Impact Report (NIR).  

 

I recommend the proposed determination as set out above. 

 

 

Name/Signature:  

 

 

Title: Senior Planner, Fingal County Council 

 

Date: 22nd December 2025 
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Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Determination under the Planning 

and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of 

2004), as amended by the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental 

Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 201 of 2011) for proposed Variation 

No. 1 of the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 

 

Fingal County Council is preparing a proposed Variation to the Fingal Development Plan 2023-

2029 under Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  

 

An SEA Screening determination as to whether proposed Variation No. 1 to the Fingal 

Development Plan 2023-2029 is likely to have a significant effect on the environment is being 

made under Article 7 (13K) of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental 

Assessment) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of 2004), as amended by the Planning and 

Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 201 

of 2011) (herein referred to as the 'SEA Regulations'). 

 

Proposed Variation No. 1 is to vary the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 to give effect to the 

NPF Implementation: Housing Growth Requirements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025), 

introduced in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended). 

 

It is proposed to amend the text of the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 Written Statement 

and Appendices. It is also proposed to change the land use zonings of 11 no. areas as shown on 

the Fingal Development Plan Map Sheets, to amend development boundaries accordingly and to 

include new Local Objectives for 2 no. of the areas in question. It is also proposed to replace the 

Long-Term Strategic Reserve designation with a Local Area Plan designation in relation to lands at 

Dunsink on Development Plan Map Sheet 13 

 

The reason for proposed Variation is to align the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 with 

Ministerial Guidelines published in accordance with Section 28 of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended). These guidelines are the NPF Implementation: Housing Growth 

Requirements Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2025), which were published to give effect to 

the National Planning Framework - First Revision (2025). 

 

An SEA Screening Assessment for proposed Variation No. 1 to the CDP was carried out having 

regard to criteria defined in Schedule 2A of the SEA Regulations. Following this assessment, Fingal 

County Council determines that SEA is required for the proposed Variation No. 1 to the Fingal 

County Development Plan 2023-20299. The principal reasons for this are as follows: 

 

• The rezoning of rural, green belt and open space lands for residential use and the change 

in long-term strategic reserve lands at Dunsink have the potential to generate likely 

significant environmental impacts in the absence of mitigation.  

• In addition, Draft Variation No.1 has been screened for Appropriate Assessment (AA) in 

accordance with Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992) and 

Regulation 42 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 

2011, as amended, and it has been concluded that potential for effects on the integrity of 
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European sites cannot be excluded beyond all reasonable scientific doubt and a Natura 

Impact Report (NIR) is being prepared. Therefore, in accordance with Circular Letter SEA 

1/08 & NPWS 1/08 the Variation No.1 is also required to undergo Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) in accordance with Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of the 

Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment (known as the SEA 

Directive). 

 

Considering this, it is necessary for Fingal County Council to complete SEA of the proposed 

Variation and integrate environmental considerations into the proposed Variation.  

I recommend the proposed determination as set out above. 

 

 

Name/Signature:  

 

 

Title: Senior Planner, Fingal County Council 

 

Date: 22nd December 2025 


