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Road Safety Audit Stage 1/2 

 

1. Introduction 
 
1.1 This report describes a Stage 1/2 Road Safety Audit carried out on the 

proposed development of 21No residential units at Fortlawn, Clonsilla, Co 
Dublin for Fingal County Council. The audit was carried out on the 8th of 
November 2024 in the office of the Road Safety Department of McMahon 
Associates. 

 
 
1.2 The audit team members were as follows:- 
 

Team Leader:  Muriel Kerr, BEng CEng MIEI, MCIHT; 
 
Team Member: Peter McMahon, BEng MEngSc CEng FIEI MICE; 
 
Team Member: Stephen McGinnity, MEng CEng MIEI 
     
 

1.3 The audit comprised an examination of the documents relating to the 
scheme, which is listed in Appendix A. The site was visited by the Audit 
Team on 6th of November 2024. The weather was overcast but dry. 

   
1.4 This Stage 1/2 audit has been carried out in accordance with the relevant 

sections of TII GE-STY-01024.  The team has examined only those issues 
within the design relating to the road safety implications of the scheme and 
has therefore not examined or verified the compliance of the design to any 
other criteria. 

 
 In accordance with GE-STY-01024, the Audit Team are independent of 

the scheme design. 
 
1.5 All of the problems described in this report are considered by the audit 

team to require action in order to improve the safety of the scheme and 
minimise accident occurrence. 
 

1.6 The development will consist of the demolition of 4No existing units and 
the construction of 21No residential units and associated infrastructure. 
The development is split across 2No sites (Sites A and B). The proposed 
development will include joining current Cul de sacs Fortlawn Avenue to 
Fortlawn Park in 3No locations to form through roads.  
 

1.7 Site photos are included in Appendix C. 
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2. Items resulting from this Stage 1/2 Audit 
 

2.1 Problem: Very wide and straight sections of roads  

There is a risk of vehicles travelling at high speeds as a result of the long, 
straight sections of road being created by converting the cul-de-sacs to 
through roads.  
 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the road width is narrowed to comply with DMURS 
guidance to reduce speeds and speed control measure such as raised 
tables and speed bumps implemented. 
 
 

2.2 Problem:  Road narrowing abruptly 

There is a risk of drivers being caught unaware of the road narrowing on 
approach to the development. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that advanced warning signage is provided on 
approach to any section of road that is being narrowed.  
 
 
 

2.3 Problem:  Poor kerb definition 

There is a risk of vehicles parking in unsafe manner (E.g Photos 1 and 2) 
and forcing pedestrians to use the carriageway due to poor kerb definition.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that improved kerb definition is provided by the 
proposed development to help limit unsafe parking.  
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2.4 Problem:  No formal pedestrian crossing points provided on 
existing footpaths  

There is a risk of partially sighted road users crossing the road in an 
unsafe location due to no formal pedestrian crossing facilities being 
provided.  
  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the proposed development includes formal 
pedestrian crossing points with at grade kerbs and tactile paving. 
 

 

2.5 Problem:  Existing maintenance access (Site B) 

There is a risk of maintenance vehicles accessing the footway in an 
unsafe manner to access the existing maintenance gate (Photo 3). 
 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that dropped kerbing is provided so the maintenance 
gate can be accessed from the carriageway.  
 
 

2.6 Problem:  Street Lighting 

There is a risk of pedestrians falling in the dark and into the path of an 
oncoming vehicle if the existing street lighting is not adapted to suit the 
proposed development.  
 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the existing street lighting arrangement is reviewed 
and altered if required to ensure that adequate street lighting is provided 
within the development.  
 
 
Observations 
 
It was noted during the safety audit site visit that there is a desire line from 
the Tesco Superstore on Mountview Road along the existing footpath 
adjacent to Site B and up through the greenspace between Fortlawn Park 
and Fortlawn Avenue. The proposed development will cut off this desire 
line. Therefore, it is recommended that the Council ensure that the post 
development desire line around the development is adequately served by 
good quality footways and crossing points.  
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3. Audit Team Statement  
 

We certify that we have examined the drawings and other information 
listed in Appendix A.  This examination has been carried out with the sole 
purpose of identifying any features of the design that could be removed or 
modified to improve the safety of the scheme.   

The problems that we have identified have been noted in the report, 
together with suggestions for improvement that in our opinion should be 
studied for implementation.  
  

 

Audit Team Leader  
 
Muriel Kerr, BEng CEng MIEI, MCIHT; 
Principal Engineer 
 
  
 
Signed .................................................... 

 
 Date  8th November 2024 

 
 

Audit Team Members  
 

Peter McMahon, BEng MEngSc CEng FIEI MICE; 
Director 
 
Stephen McGinnity, MEng, CEng MIEI 
Civil Engineer 
 
McMahon Associates 
The Mill Building,  
Newtown Link Rd,  
 Greenhills,  
Drogheda,  
Co. Louth 
 
 041 2137050 

  info@mcmahonengineers.com 
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Appendix A 
 

 List of Drawings Examined: 
 

• 23-257-P-0010 Proposed Site Plan 
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Photo 1 
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