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1. INTRODUCTION
This Architectural Impact Assessment for the proposed development at Skerries Mills
has been prepared by ABN multi-disciplinary for Fingal County Council. ABN multidisciplinary is a registered Architectural practice with the Royal Institute of Architects
of Ireland (RIAI). A practice partner and fellow of the Royal Institute of the Architects
of Ireland (FRIAI), is also an RIAI Grade III Conservation Architect and is responsible
for this report.
Skerries Mills is a unique collection of two windmills and a watermill with associated
mill pond, mill races and wetlands located in Skerries, Co. Dublin. It is currently actively
used for heritage tourism and as a community resource with facilities including the
Watermill Café, visitor centre and shop as well as various artisan studios.
Skerries Mills which dates back to circa 1840, is a protected structure and recorded on
the Record of Monuments and Places (NMS Reference DU005-029). However, many
buildings within the curtilage of this protected structure were substantially
redeveloped using modern construction methods in the 1990’s.
The current proposal involves the demolition of the existing metal clad barn adjacent
to Skerries Mills (RPS 128), thus providing a prominent site for a new building, it being
within the main arrivals area for visitors, and within close proximity to the existing Mill
buildings. The proposed new building will serve as a multi-purpose assembly area and
it is intended that its’ use will be ancillary to the original Mill buildings and will rely on
these buildings for shared support services, e.g. cooking from main kitchen and
general toilet provision. It is envisaged that the building will be opened as required to
facilitate particular events or tours rather than constituting a permanently manned
building.
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2. SITE LOCATION
The site is located to the west of the Skerries Mill Pond, off Miller’s Lane, just off the
R128.

Easting: 725186
Northing: 759951
The proposed development is located adjacent to two existing protected structures,
namely Skerries Mill and the Great Windmill.
Skerries Mill
Recorded Monument: DU005-029
Protected Structure: RPS 228
The Great Windmill
Recorded Monument: DU005-028
Protected Structure: RPS 229

3

3. HISTORY OF BUILDING
The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage states that the original water mill
building dates to circa 1840 comprising of multiple-bay two-storey roughly dressed
rubble stone buildings with a mill pond, mill-race, sluice gates and a water-wheel. A
single-storey extension was added to the right-hand side, circa 1995. The watermill
closed circa 1931. However, the current red barn does not appear on the historic
maps of (1829–1841) or the historic 25 inch maps of (1897-1913) which would
suggest it was erected later, most probably in the mid to late 1900’s.

Figure: Corn Mill present in historic first edition map (1829-1841) (Site location circled in
red)
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Figure: Corn Mill present in historic (25 inch edition) map (1897-1913) (Site location circled
in red)
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4. APPRAISAL OF EXISTING STRUCTURE

Fingal County Council intends to redevelop the Red Barn building at Skerries Mills. The
proposed work comprises of the demolition of the existing metal clad barn structure
which will be replaced with a new structure of very similar construction.
The Red Barn is located adjacent to the protected structure of Skerries Mills (Fingal
Co. Co. RPS No. 0228) and recorded on the Record of Monuments and Places (DU005029). Notwithstanding the fact that many buildings within the curtilage were
substantially redeveloped using modern construction methods in the 1990’s, the entire
site is nonetheless afforded monument protection under national law.
The existing agricultural barn (red) on the site was most probably constructed within
the last 50 to 80 years and while it was apparently used for machinery maintenance
at one time, has been used for general ancillary storage in recent years. The
construction, on a sloping site comprises a simple lightweight steel structure, with red
painted corrugated metal sheeting, built on a concrete block foundation and rising
wall, with an in-situ concrete floor slab. This is typical of rural farmyard sheds in the
Fingal area with the vast majority of that period taking the form of a curved roof. The
building is accessed through a large sliding door and internally there is some minor
subdivision as well as a steel decked mezzanine and stairs.
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NATIONAL INVENTORY OF IRELAND

Reg. No.

11311031

Date

1830-1850

Townland

Skerries

Rating

Regional

Name

Skerries Mill

Co-ordinates

325230, 259913

Original Use

Mill (water)

In use as

Museum/Gallery

C of SI

Architectural, Social, Technical

RECORD OF PROTECTED STRUCTURES

RPS Ref.

0228

Protected Structure

Skerries Mill

Address

Mill Hill, Townsparks, Skerries,
Co. Dublin
Mid-19th century corn mill

Description

complex, including mill buildings,
race, millpond, sluice and water
wheel
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5. DESIGN ASSESSMENT
Skerries Mills is a unique collection of two windmills and a watermill with associated
mill pond, mill races and wetlands providing a unique tourist attraction within the area.
The current proposal involves demolishing the existing red barn structure on a sloping
site and constructing a new stand-alone building which will form an edge to an
entrance court and direct visitors towards the Skerries Mills entrance as the primary
entrance for the facility. Adapting the existing agricultural barn type building is not
considered economically feasible while ensuring compliance with current building
regulations and yet providing the flexible space required. The proposed replacement
structure, which is similar in external finish and architectural language, constitutes a
sympathetic, appropriate style for a replacement building and moreover, maintains a
contrast to the original stone mill buildings.
The proposed building will accommodate a multi-purpose assembly area, storage area,
kitchen and sanitary facilities. The proposed development upholds the form of the
original red barn building by way of shape, with a curved roof and metal cladding
material finish. However, the footprint will be somewhat more expansive. Therefore,
the proposed development will be similar in style and visual appearance as the existing
red barn, thus having minimal visual effect on the existing protected structures on
site.
One would suggest that albeit the proposed development has a larger footprint, given
the proposed design and similar finishes to that of the existing Red Barn, the new
development, will undoubtedly have a complimentary impact on the existing Protected
Structure of Skerries Mills (RPS Ref No. 0228).
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Existing South Facing Elevation

Proposed South Facing Elevation
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Existing North facing Elevation on Approach to Entrance

Proposed North facing Elevation on Approach to Entrance
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Existing View of Skerries Mills with Red Barn building

Proposed View of Skerries Mills with new Red Barn development

11

6. BIBLIOGRAPHY
•

Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023

•

National Monuments Act (Record of Monuments & Places RMP)

•

National Inventory of Ireland

12

