
racecourse park
LaNDscape approacH 



exteNt of site

the site for the Baldoyle racecourse park proposal spans between Baldoyle and 
portmarnock and comprises of the area between Grange road and station road, 
segmented by the Moyne road and red arches road.



fcc coNcept pLaN - key areas

waLkiNG aND cycLiNG routes

pLayiNG pitcHes
        
atteNuatioN poNDs

active pLay areas (skate park, BMx, pLay equipMeNt, MuGa)  
cattLe eNcLosures

DoG ruN

Horse riDiNG iNitative

sacrificiaL crop area

eDiBLe forest



LaNDscape cHaracter

DefiNeD By:

trees / HeDGerows
HarD MateriaLs
watercourse
saLt water wetLaND
GraziNG/crops

MeDiuM  rise

Low rise

Development adjacent to area (site outline in red)

LiNkaGes aND iNteractioNs 

a proposal which respects or enhances existiNG links as much as possible.

GreeN LiNks: Grazing compounds, special areas of conservation, trees/Hedgerows, rivers/streams, 
wetland/Marsh retained and enhanced given the high ecological value of these elements.

patH Networks: analysis of existing path network - existing desire lines/informal routes

New coastaL cycLe route

existiNG HeritaGe: cultural Heritage such as the racecourse, archaeology (ring enclosure)

DeveLopMeNt: area is framed by several developments built or in construction.  analysis of the urban 
development cements the importance of the proposed park will adjacent users.
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Networks 
existiNG GreeN Networks HeDGerows/trees - iDeNtificatioN of.... ......eNHaNceMeNt of

the area already displays an abundance of natural beauty.

open views, 
Natural flora, 
Hedgerow and tree networks 
 - should be managed and incorporated into the overall design.
 - ehnanced under supervision of project ecologist.
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cLoNGriffiN 
statioN

sMaLL 
BriDGe 
uNDer 
track

isoLateD 
BriDGe

peDestriaN
BriDGe

tiMBer waLkway, weatHeriNG steeL

stoNe, weatHeriNG steeL

tiMBer - DesiGN refereNce to site History

LocatioN of coastaL GreeNway

MoyNe roaD

ex coNstructioN roaD

reD arcHes roaD - eNtry to site of 
proposeD coMMuNity ceNtre

SITE BOUNDARY 
ROAD
EX CONSTRUCTION ACCESS ROAD
CYCLE PATH
TARMAC PATH
INFORMAL PATH

Networks 
existiNG patHs/roaDs - iDeNtificatioN of.... ......eNHaNceMeNt of



proposeD MateriaLs - coNcept iDeas
patHs/roaDs MateriaLs
The tonality of the area has influenced the material palette proposed in the current phase and maintained for future interventions on order to maintain design cohesion throughout the park as it evolves.



eNtraNces-structures-sHeLters-wayfiNDiNG

Located to the main entrances 

providing linkage - extent of the park is broken 
into two parts by the red arches road.

provide a framing threshold to the park and act as 
wayfinding elements for those within the park.

shelter from the unpredictable irish climate.

signage - similar materiality - interpretation and 
wayfinding device.  

community assists with the production of stories 
and history of the site and its environs. 

other elements 
pergolas or frames  - design of which tie into the 
sites history.  for example, viewing stands which 
reference the former race course.



seatiNG - viewpoiNts - coNcepts 

seating elements  -  south facing

reference to the old stands from the former Baldoyle racecourse.



wayfiNDiNG - site refereNce - exaMpLe

RELEVANT INFORMATION/DATES - SIGNAGE

RACECOURSE OUTLINE - TRACING OF...

Heritage of the site through the use of signage which highlights 
certain key dates relating to occassions such as the Baldoyle 
Derby.

May 1860 - BaLDoyLe DerBy iNaGurateD (1.5 MiLes LoNG)

BaLDoyLe MeetiNGs: New year, spriNG (st. patrick’s Day), May, 
wHitsuNtiDe, JuLy, auGust, first autuMN aND octoBer

tHe eiGHt feNces at BaLDoyLe: GiLLs’ HiLL, reDDy’s, tHe reGuLatioN, 
Bourke’s, tHe water, rooNey’s HiLL, rickarD’s aND tHe staND feNce

Last race oN saturDay 26tH auGust 1972

1985 - DeMoLitioN of tHe GraNDstaND

cGi of sign with date inscription past location of racecourseHistoric 25 inch map

analysis from the past maps shows the location of 
the former racecourse, which we will reference on 
our proposals as a formal path or as a tracing in 
the ground.



siGNaGe

priMary routes secoNDary routes

DistaNce
(Rainham Marsh Public Access - Thames estuary, Purfleet)

iNtersectioNs
(Rainham Marsh Public Access - Thames estuary, Purfleet)

wayfiNDiNG aND iNforMatioN paNeLs

etcHeD iNsertioNs

Wayfinding to provide direction but to have minimal 
opposition to views along the coastal route

as secondary paths may feel slightly isolated, the 
insertion of boulders can contribute to the feeling of 
a space which still forms part of the overall scheme - 
etching on these elements can provide information or 
directionality

signage which takes advantage of the workability of corten 
steel - which can be laser cut to offer hints of the history of 
the site and provide information about the ecological and 
historical importance of the site



soutH of reD arcHes roaD



area soutH of reD arcHes roaD
site aNaLysis

strengths

• existing infrastucture - pitches, parking. play areas, open space
• proximity of space to housing - linkages, easily accessible
• existing planting provides an element of maturity to space
                                                 
weaknesses

• exposure - wind factor - eastern side 
• parking - lack of - pitch users, visiting teams
• restricted range in activities - area used as a route rather than place to stay?
• Lack of diversity in planting - few flowers, fruit, berries, little seasonal colour.
• pinch point to south of site - approach unwelcoming - enclosure - ‘run through’ 

effect, a place not observed - encourages anti social activity
• Dominance of pump station and associated barriers
• unused space adjacent to developments
• Lack of facilities catering for early teen age bracket - only pitch related
• Lighting/cctv 

opportunities

• Placemaking - Design could reflect local history and culture 
• existing infrastructure - Good base for building on wider connections both within 

the site and to wider area . 
• provision of additonal parking facilities will increase footfall to park and pitches. a 

used park is a safe park.
• additional screening - Minimise wind exposure through landform - More 

comfortable environment for walking and relaxing.
• screen pump station - provide permanent structures - remove storage containers  

- create a space that is less temporary and thus discourage antisocial activity.
• southern entrance - widen access through the pushing back of boundaries to 

remove ‘run though’ effect.  
• parks entrances that are not enclosed by buildings/barriers create a more 

welcoming environment to families and individuals - use it as a resourse.
• Natural barriers  - planters and frame/sculpture elements.  Non Linear paths - 

barriers are designed into the landscape and so inapproptate use use of paths is 
discouraged.

• clearly marked cycle and pedestrian paths.
• additional seating to increase passive surveillance by local community

threats

• fear of consequences of design change to park - will it create more problems?
• Maintenance - proving a landscape that can be easily kept by local authority.
• pleasing all users - different groups value different activities or resourses.
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TO WALL AND RAILING

PROPOSED BOUNDARY
RE-ALIGNMENT

NEW PROPOSED ENTRANCE

SCREEN PLANTING
ALONG WALLS

SCREEN PLANTING
ALONG WALL

fraMiNG eLeMeNt to eNtraNce/tHresHoLD

wiNDiNG aspHaLt patH witH wiDe kerBiNG

‘NaturaL’ pLayGrouND

area soutH of reD arcHes roaD

iMprove soutHerN approacH

siGNaGe aND fraMes

New NaturaL pLay area

Bespoke pLay scuLpture

upGraDe existiNG pLay area

LiNks to coMMuMity ceNtre

parkiNG



cGi
soutHerN resiDeNtiaL area - opeNiNG up of approacH



activity areas
DetaiLeD DesiGN

Bespoke pLay area

thematic playgrounds that fascinates and inspires both adults and children.

Designed in conjuction with community consultation.

Specialist firm such as Monstrum specialise in a bespoke  playsculpture design relecting local 
ideas and history/culture.

Bespoke play area could apply to the younger play zone due its proposed location closer to 
the future  community centre.
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riversiDe patHs aND picNic areas

a stumpery traditionally consists of tree 
stumps arranged upside-down or on 
their sides to show the root structure.
By allowing the root of a tree stump 
to be exposed  to the elements, 
the soft wood decays and leaves  a 
propeller  like hard wood structure.

the pieces are arranged artistically and plants 
are encouraged to grow around or on them.

the stumps can be used individually 
or attached together to form a 
structure such as a wall or arch.

The first stumpery was built in 
1856 at Biddulph Grange and they 
remained popular in victorian design.
the stumpery at Biddulph Grange 
consists of stumps placed into a  3.0 
m wall either side of a path and used 
as a scaffold for the growth of ferns.

The goal of a stumpery is the creation of habitat; 
secondarily comes the arrangements that display 
the arresting architecture of the roots. Habitiats 
resulting from stumperies are likely to include slow 
worms, stag beetles and small mammals who 
like to burrow down into the dark and fertile soil 

around the stumps.

Smaller plants thrive within the wood arrangements. 
They  require very little intervention to proliferate 
widely and do not suffer from being eaten by 

animal wildlife.
The unique topography of the piled stumps makes 
dozens of pockets with conditions suitable for ferns 

(deep shade, fast draining wet soil)

Toads are often found in such environments as 
they like to use redundant burrows left by other 

mammals.
The slow breakdown of the wood returns useful 
compounds back to the soil. It provides suitable 
environments for the succession of insects and 
small mammals that will live in and on the wood, 

and in the soil immediately beneath it.

What is a stumpery?
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structures - BriDGes 
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patH Networks - saMpLe treatMeNt   

the design shown would have to be augmented to include
Nra Guidelines

• segregation of cyclists and pedrestian use

• Grass central median to highlight segregation



skate park aND activity areas

Location :  North of red arches road 

safe and easy access of surounding housing developments. in assocation to other elements of a similar category.

adapted for the practice of all urban sports such as skateboarding, rollerblading and BMx.

adapted to all levels of practice, from the beginner to the professional. 
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DoG park aND ruN

Location :  North of red arches road

area: 9704m2 

• entry points with double-gates 
• fence alongside planting
• surface materials matching the activity zones : sand, grass or rubber, 
• segregated zones for different dog sizes and characters. 
• amenities such as drinking water fountains, seating, bins
• agility area: a central open space within the enclosure provides dog equipment such as jumps or tunnels.
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equestriaN zoNe

the initial concept for the equestrian zone proposes stables, visitor accomodation, main accomodation/office, storage 
areas, turnout paddocks, two arenas (potentially one of them covered to ensure year round use) and designated parking 
areas.

the design would work with the existing grade where possible to minimise the amount of disturbance to the natural grade 
and control storm water flow.  Structures and pathways would also adjust to respect existing hedgerows and tree cover. 
trekking paths would lead from the centre through the rest of the site.  there would be gathering spaces and small garden 
spaces to invite visitors to relax while watching the horses train in the beautiful park setting.
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wetLaND BoarDwaLk

the purpose of a park is to create several experiences for the visitor.  

the park will easily attract locals who would normally use the site as a walking route.  

However, through the proposed use mapping and detailed design of racecourse park we aspire to draw a wider range of visitors to use 
that park and offering them the opportunity to enjoy their surroundings without having a detrimental impact on the current ecological and 
environmental status.  

we can also carefully mangage and improve the existing situation, which in some areas can be viewed as degraded adding further value to 
the park .  The proposal of a of a boardwalk element which is capable of  ‘floating’ over the terrain, withstanding fluctuating watertable levels 
and offering the visitor the opportunity of close observation of the environment with minimal damage.  

in consultation with the project hydologist and ecologist would locate the structure would be located and designed to weave over habitats 
which have been managed and reinforced through careful analysis.  
  vhankaupunginlahti Bay Nature reserve

Grand voyeux regional Nature reserve

Grand voyeux regional Nature reserve
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viewiNG pLatforM
INTENT

Platform assoviated with attenuation ponds to reflect materiality of other 
proposed structures (e.g. corten)

Materiality of upstand - corten and walking surface - corten or concrete strips 
to allow for permeability



coNcept visuaLisatioN of BoarDwaLk - siMiLar proJect (More wooDLaND LocatioN)



stop off poiNt, tHe staNDs, soutH faciNG seatiNG
DetaiLeD DesiGN

resting points are an important element in any park formal or naturalistic in design.  it offers the visitor a directional cue 
as well as an opportunity to pause and enjoy their surroundings.  in the case of racecourse park we believe it should also 
offer a sculptural quality and be design on a scale appropiate to the setting.

there are many cues to inspire a design conceptat this location.  we have chosen however to take cues from the history of 
the site and one of the more recent functions of the the south eastern portion of the site, that from which the park takes 
its name.

• the simple design of ‘viewing stands’,  facing south to take advantage of the sun.
• the materiality of the sculptual yet fuctional elements will be subdued allowing seemless blending with the landscape 
• Plaques relating Racecourse stories or figures of note can be incorporated into the element.

rainham Marsh public access



tHaNk you


